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UMNCLASSIFIEDIFOR 1. CONFIDEMTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.
OFFICIAL USE ONLY

CONFIDENTIALANOFORM
SECRET/NOFORN

. 2. SUMMARY :  COMING DOWN OUT OF THE MOUNTAINWS FOR OMNE
Browse by Handling

Restriction OF HIS OCCASIONAL TRIPS TO BAGHDAD, IRANIAN KURDISH
EXDIS - Exclusive Distribution
Cnly LEADER QASSEMLU MET SADDAM FEBRUARY 18. QASSEMLU ADMITTED

OMLY - Eyes Only

LlMDIS-Lir‘gtEidDistributiﬂn THAT INTENMSE SHELLING IN THE AREA OF HIS FORMER HEADQUAR-
nly

NODIS - No Distribution (other || TERS (DOWNRIVER FROM THE EMBATTLED TOWN OF MAWAT) HAD
than to persons indicated)

ST“"‘D'S'SE}E;‘I*YD‘ETF"}“”“” FORCED HIM RECENTLY TO MOVE 35 KILOMETERS NORTH. HE

CHEROKEE - Limited to , .
HOKEE L CLAIMED TO HAVE 18-12,888 ACTIVE FIGHTERS AND THE
MOFORM - Mo Foreign
I;ﬁis_tribution _
LOU'EE”,\?SEFTEFEC_'E'USE (CAPTURED FROM IRANIANS) AND MONEY (THROUGH SMUGGLING).

BU - Background Use Onl
CONDI%-Enntrulled y HE MADE AN APPEAL FOR U.S5. "MORAL AND POLITICAL SUPPORT,"™

Distribution
US - US Govermnment Only MOTING THAT HIS PARTY HAS ALWAYS STRONGLY DISAPPROVED OF

CAPABILITY TO CALL ON MANY MORE AND TO HAVE AMPLE ARMS

Browse by TAGS HOSTAGE-TAKING. THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR HAS APPROACHED

Us PFOR PGOV FREL ETRD
UR OVIP ASEC OGEN CASC HIM OW BEHALF OF KIDMAPPEES HELD BY TALABANI AND HE IS

PINT EFIN BEXP OEXC EAID
CVIS OTRA _ENRG_OCON

wikileaks.org Cahle: 88BAGHDADASS a

HOPEFUL THAT HE WILL BE ABLE TO GET THEM FREED.
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NR EAGR|| 3. QASSEMLU DESCRIBED HIS RELATIONS WITH TALABANI AS

G MX TU
LCHIRIT!| GOCOD, ALTHOUGH HIS POLICY OF STRICT WEUTRALITY BETWEEN

EEF'RS%TE; TALABANTI AND THE IRAQIS SOMETIMES CAUSES FRICTION.
?‘EII-'ESNFEgé QASSEMLU RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR AN ALLTANCE WITH OTHER
:F:"J:ll R%NGLE IRANIAN OPPOSITIOW GROUPS, BUT RAJAVI--WHOM HE DESCRIBED
IIG%%% SIE‘I1 A5 AN "AMATEUR"--5EEMS UNWILLING. RAJAVI'S LIMITED

[ AS PBOR

————| MILITARY ACTIONS IN THE NORTH COMPLICATED QASSEMLU'S

izations

e Age RELATIONS WITH TALABANI, AND RAJAVI WILL NOW MOVE HIS

gina 12

sica EFFORTS SOUTH. UNLIKE RAJAVI, QASSEMLU AVOIDS EVER

Jivol

r Al Youm BEING PHOTOGRAPHED WITH SADDAM. QASSEMLU DESCRIBED THE

Mea

za Publica SITUATION IN IRANIAN KURDISTAN AS STABLE, WHILE THE

iberte

Jindu SITUATION IN IRAQI KURDISTAN HAS “SHARPLY DETERIORATED"

Bssh

gﬁﬁgca (I.E., FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE CENTRAL AUTHORITY IN
ar

;Eggdﬂ BAGHDAD) DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS. THE IRAQI

nbladet VILLAGE DESTRUCTION CAMPAIGN HAS NOT YET BEEN MIRRORED

ation ON A LARGE SCALE IN IRAN. END SUMMARY
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A.R. QASSEMLU (WHO SPELLS HIS MAME GHASSEMLOU) CAME
FROM THE MOUNTAINS TO MEET SADDAM HUSSEIN FEBRUARY
BECAUSE OF LARGE WUMBERS OF IRANIAMW KURDS IN SWEDEN
FRANCE, QASSEMLU TYPICALLY CONTACTS THE SWEDISH AND

FRENCH AMBASSADORS WHEM HE MAKES TRIPS TO BAGHDAD,

ACCOMPANIED BY THE DIRECTORS OF THE KDPI'S PARIS,

STOCKHOLM, AND BAGHDAD OFFICES (ABDULLAH GHEDERI,

EBRAHIM DJIEURABESKA, AND SALAM AZIZTI).

< ¢ @ wikileaks.org
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TREMELY OPEN, SOPHISTICATED, AND ARTICULATE, EVEN IN

ENGLISH WHICH IS5 OHMLY HIS SIXTH-BEST LANGUAGE (AFTER

4. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE 1988 CONGRESS OF THE DEMOCRA-

TIC PARTY OF KURDISTAN OF IRAN (KDPI), SECRETARY GENERAL

DOWN
16.

AND

EVERY
FIVE TO SEVEW MOMTHS. POLCHIEF LOBEIED SWEDLSH AMBASSADOR
THOREN FOR A MEETING WITH QASSEMLU AND WAS INVITEO TO A
SIX-HOUR LUNCH FEBRUARY 12. QASSEMLU CAME ACROSS AS EX-

KURDISH, PERSIAM, ARABIC, FRENCH, AND CZECH). HE WAS

Cable: 88BAGHDADS55_a

5. QASSEMLU MADE A STRONG APPEAL FOR AMERICAN "MORAL
AND POLITICAL SUPPORT." HE OBSERVED THAT THE KDPI HAS

ALWAYS HAD A POLICY OF STRONGLY OBJECTING TO TERRORISM
AND HOSTAGE-TAKING, AND HE PROVIDED POLCHIEF WITH A
PAPER HE HAD RECEMTLY PRESENTED (THROUGH HIS REPRESEN-
TATIVE) AT A PARIS SYMPOSIUM ON TERRORISM, IN WHICH HE
OBJECTED TO TERRORISM AS A TOOL FOR REVOLUTIONARY
LIEERATION GROUPS. HE CLAIMED TO BE PERPLEXED THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAS RECEIVED "A
RAGTAG BUNCH OF BACKWARD AFGHAMN FUNDAMENTALISTS" AND
PERSISTS IM TRYING TO BOLSTER "NONVIABLE NICARAGUAN
GROUPS," WHILE NOT AFFORDING ATTENTION TO "TRUE
DEMOCRATIC GROUPS™ WHO ARE FIGHTING FOR "UNIVERSALLY

RECOGNIZED HUMAN RIGHTS."



e

¢

@ wikileaks.org Cable: 88BAGHDADASS a

r"WlleB&kS Leaks News About Partners

6

¢

&. POLCHIEF OBSERVED THAT THERE IS PUBLIC SYMPATHY
FOR THE KURDISH SITUATION IM THE UNITED STATES BUT NOT
VERY MUCH IS KNOWH ABOUT IT; QASSEMLU MIGHT DO WELL TO
CULTIVATE JOURNALISTS. QASSEMLU SAID THAT ONME OF THE
THINGS HE HAD DOMNW WHILE IN BAGHDAD THIS TIME WAS TO
PUSH THROUGH & VISA FOR THE WASHINGTON POSO'S  JONATHAN
RANDAL (PARIS), WHO HE SAID IS WRITING A BOOK ABOUT
KURDS AND TO WHOM HE HAS GIVEN FOURTEEMW HOURS OF
INTERVIEW. QASSEMLU LAMENTED THAT "THE SOVIETS ALWAYS
TEND TO SEE THE KDPI AS SUPPORTED BY THE AMERICANS AMND
THE AMERICANS ALWAYS SUSPECT THE SOVIETS"™ WHILE IN
FACT THE KDPI HAS NO FRIENDS. "OUR ONLY FRIENDS ARE

THE MOUNTAINS."
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7. QASSEMLU ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD JUST MET ITALIAN
AMBASSADOR TOSCANO AND GIVEN HIM A PLEDGE TO DO WHAT HE
COULD ABOUT THE THREE ITALIAW KIDMAPPEES BEING HELD BY
TALABANI'S PATRIOTIC UNION OF KURDISTANM (PUK). HE
MOTED THAT HE HAD IWNTERVENED OCCASIONALLY IM THE PAST,
HAD BEEMW SUCCESSFUL IN INFLUENWNCIMNG TALABANI TO RELEASE
HOSTAGES, AND HE "HAD EVERY CONFIDENCE"™ THAT HE WOULD
BE SUCCESSFUL AGAINM. (HE GAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THS
WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT THE ITALIANS HAD APPROACHED HIM
AND THUS HE HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY MADE ANY EFFORTS

ON THE CIVILIAN'S BEHALF.) QASSEMLU BETRAYED A TRACE OF
ANNOYANCE THAT OTHER GROUPS' WILLINGNESS TO RESORT TO
TERRORISM HAD GAIMED THEM GREATER ATTEMTION THAN THAT
GIVEN THE KDPI, EVEN THOUGH THE KDPI, HE CLAIMED, IS

& "MUCH MORE FIRMLY AND WIDELY BASED ORGANIZATION.™
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8. QASSEMLU SAID THAT HE HAS 16-12,088 ACTIVE FIGHTERS
AND "CANNOT HANDLE™ ANY MORE THAN THAT FOR LOGISTICAL
JEXNSIM WHENEVER HE NEEDS, HE CAN CALL UP "SEVERAL
MULTIPLES" OF THAT FIGURE. HE CLAIMED THAT HE HAS NO
REAL COMPETITION FOR INFLUENCE AMONG IRANIAN KURDS
("8@ PERCENT ARE BEHIND ME") AND HE SCOFFED AT THE
SITUATION IN IRAQ: “THERE IS NOTHING SIMILAR IN IRAM
TO A (KURDISH) TAHA MA'RUF AS 'VICE PRESIDENT' OR THE
KURDS THAT HOLD MINISTRIES HERE. THERE IS NOTHING
LIKE THE HUGE NUMBERS OF "JAHASH'™ (THE PEJORATIVE
TERM FOR THE KURDISH TRIBAL FORCES HELD BY VHENIRAIE
(##) --AND THUS BECOME SOMETHING EQUIVALENT TO THE
"JAHASH. ™).
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13. QASSEMLU CLAIMED TO BE "VERY GOOD FRIENDS"™ WITH
TALABANI. RECENTLY HE HAD ASKED TALABANI TO PICK UP
S0ME CAVIAR FOR HIM FROM THE CASPIAN, AND WHEN TALABANI
BROUGHT IT TO HIM HE JOKED THAT HE HAD HAD TO GO
THROUGH SPECIAL CHAMNNELS TO GET MORE CAVIAR THAN IS NOW
USUALLY PERMITTED AND IF THE IRANIAN AUTHORITIES HAD
KNOWN WHOM IT WAS FOR "THEY WOULD HAVE BEEMN APOPLECTIC."
QASSEMLU ADMITTED THAT THERE ARE TIMES WHEMN DELICATE
ISSUES ARISE. FOR EXAMPLE, RECEMTLY 52 IRAQI SOLDIERS,
INCLUDING SIX OFFICERS, HAD TAKEM REFUGE WITH THE KDPI
AND TALABANI HAD DEMANDED THAT THEY BE HANDED OVER.

THE DISPUTE WENT ON FOR TWO WEEKS BUT QASSEMLU WAS
ADAMANT THAT THE KDPI MUST REMAIN "ABSOLUTELY MNEUTRAL"
IN ALL MATTERS BETWEEN IRAQIS AND KURDS, AND HE EVENTU-
ALLY HAWDED THE SOLDIERS AND OFFICERS BACK TO THE

IRAQI ARMY. QASSEMLU, WHO WHILE BEING REMARKAELY OPEN
ALSO TEWNDED TO CHOOSE HIS WORDS CAREFULLY, WAS UNWILL-
ING TO BE DRAWN OUT ABOUT HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH

MAS"UD BARZANI, BUT HE RIDICULED THE IDEA THAT THE

BARZANIS' "KDP" WAS EVER "A REAL PARTY."™ "THEY ARE

MERELY A TRIBE."
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SADDAM IS INM CHARGE

14. QASSEMLU WAS UNWILLING TO DISCUSS HIS MEETING WLTH
SADDAM, INDEED EVEN DIRECTLY TO ADMIT IT TOOK PLACE
(ALTHOUGH PRIVATELY TO THE SWEDISH AMBASSADOR HE HAD
BEEN MORE CANDID), ALTHOUGH HE DID ALLUDE TO THE

PERSIAN SAYING THAT "IF YOU CAN MEET GOD, THERE IS NO
POINT IN SETTLING FOR ONE OF THE TWELVE IMAMS."

QASSEMLU SAID THAT, UNLIKE MUJAHEDIN E-KHALQ LEADER
RAJAVI, HE HAD "ABSOLUTELY NO DESIRE" TO BE PHOTO-
GRAPHED WITH SADDAM OR HAVE ANY PUBLICITY OF HIS TRAVEL
TO BAGHDAD, MUCH LESS OF MEETING SADDAM--"IT DOES NOT

GO OVER VERY WELL IN IRAN." POLCHIEF PRESSED HIM ON

WHO IN IRAQ IS IN CHARGE OF KURDISH ISSUES, AND

QASSEMLU SAID, "SADDAM. HE IS IN CHARGE OF EVERYTHING."
< ¢ @ wikileaks.org Cable: 88BAGHDADS55_a
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THAT ASIDE, HOWEVER, HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT IN DAY-TO-
DAY AFFAIRS, "THERE ARE THREE IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN IRAQ:
SADDAM; 'ADMAMN (KHAYRALLAH, MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND
FIRST COUSIN AND BGOTHER-IN-LAW OF SADDAM), WHO IS IN
CHARGE OF THE 50UTH; AND "ALI HASAN (AL-MAJID, PATER-
NAL COUSIN AND LOOK-ALIKE OF SAWAAVE@| WHO IS IN UHAR3
RGFITHE NORTH." HOWEVER, QASSEMLU INDICATED HE DID HNOT
SEE "ALI HASAMN, HEADQUARTERED IMN KIRKUK, WVERY OFTEM,
APPARENTLY BECAUSE QASSEMLU NEVER SETTLES FOR LESS

THAN “GOD.™

15. POLCHIEF ASKED QASSEMLU FOR HIS REACTION TO THE
IRAQI CAMPAIGN OF DESTROYING KURDISH VILLAGES.
QASSEMLU ACKNOWLEDGED THAT "MOST" WILLAGES HAVE BEEN
DESTROYED BUT HE SEEMED UNEMOTIOMAL OMN THE POINT.
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POLCHIEF ASKED IF THE CAMPAIGN HAD HAD THE EFFECT OF
INCREASING THE NUMBER OF GUERRILLAS AND REFUGEES. HE
ANSWERED THAT IT HAD "GREATLY" INCREASED THE NUMBER

OF UERRILLAS BUT NEITHER HE NOR TALABANI ENCOURAGED
THE IDEA OF REFUGEES INTO THE OTHER'S TERRITORY,
BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DIFFICULTY IM FEEDING AND CARIMNG
FOR PEOPLE. THE NET EFFECT OF THE IRAQI VILLAGE DES-
TRUCTION CAMPAIGN, HE ACKNOWLEDGED, IS THE ALMOST
COMPLETE DESTRUCTION OF THE IRAQI KURDS' TRADITIONAL
AGRARIAN WAY OF LIFE. KURDISH MEN IN IRAQ HAVE

ONLY TWO CHOICES, TO GO TO THE CITIES OR TO STAY: IN
NEWLY CONSTRUCTED CENTERS WHERE THE ONLY LIVELIHOOD IS
TO BE "JAHASH." QASSEMLU SAID THAT THE IRANIANS HAVE
wikileaks.org Cable: 88BAGHDADS855_a
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"ALAS, EACH SIDE TENDS TO LEARN BAD HABITS FROM THE

OTHER. ™ ONE BAD HABIT THAT HE CLAIMED THE IRANIANS
HAVE (#) IS THE USE OF CHEMICUL WEAPONS. "BOTH
SIDES DO IT, ALTHOUGH THE IRAQIS MUCH MORE." POLCHIEF

ASKED WHETHER, GIVEN THE DENUDED NATURE OF MOST OF
KURDISTAN, HELICOPTERS AND OTHER AIRBORNE ATTACKS POSE
A SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR THE PESHMERGA. QASSEMLU SAID,
"NEITHER WE NOR THE IRAQI KURDS ARE WORRIED ABOUT
HELICOPTERS. WE CAN TAKE CARE OF THEM. BUT ARTILLERY
IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR US. AND CHEMICAL WARFARE IS

A PROBLEM TO0O."

(88BAGHDADS855 a, VIEWS OF IRANIAN KURDISH LEADER QASSEMLU, US Embassy Baghdad, To: DIA, Gulf War Collective, US Secretary of State, US Commander in
Chief'in US Central Command (USCINCCENT) in MacDill Air Force Base (AFB) in Florida, February 16, 1988) https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/88BAGHDADS55 a.html
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S PBOR | 4. UNFORTUNATELY FOR THE IRAQIS, MUCH OF THE ADDED
anizations BURDEN ON MORALE IS DUE DECISIONS AND MISCALCULATIONS
- The Age
Pagina 12 BY THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT IN RECENT MONTHS, INCLUDING:
Publica
I - Bivol
1sry Al Youm
. Ta Nea -- 1) A MAJOR REAPPEARANCE OF POPULAR ARMY PRESS GANGS
Jlaza Publica
iti Liberte AFTER AN ABSENCE OF A YEAR. ONE EXPLANATION IS THAT THE
1e Hindu
‘Spresso REGIME IS RAISING UNITS TO REPLACE KURDISH TRIBAL
‘epubblica
Jammar IRREGULAR UNITS DOING GARRISON AND REAR-AREA PATROL DUTY,
a Jornada
Publico SINCE THESE UNITS ARE CONSIDERED EVEN LESS RELIABLE
\ftonbladet ‘
AP IN THE WAKE OF THE GOVERNMENT'S WHOLESALE DESTRUCTION
* Nation

OF KURDISH VILLAGES. (THE STREET RUMOR IS THAT

THREE-FOURTHS OF THE NEW PA FORCES WILL GO NORTH TO
KURDISTAN;ONE FOURTH TO GUARD PIPELINE.) MIDDLE-AGED
BAGHDADIS REALLY FEAR DUTY IN KURDISTAN, EXPECTING

TO HAVE THEIR THROATS CUT IN THE DARK OF NIGHT.
ANOTHER EXPLANATION IS THAT AFTER A YEAR OF RECRUITING
INACTIVITY, MANY PA UNITS ARE DUE TO BE DEMOBILIZED
AFTER THEIR FOURTEEN MONTHS DUTY PERIOD AND MUST NOW

BE REPLACED WHOLESALE.

(88BAGHDADI1177 a, THE REGIME IS PART OF THE PROBLEM, From: US Embassy Baghdad, To: US Secretary of State, March 2, 1988)
https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/SSBAGHDAD1177 a.html
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Peshmergas: Mr. Majid, a political activist and former cadre of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) in Finland, was attacked by a PMU member and fortunately survived. We
wish Mr. Majid safety and long life and condemn this attack.
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Kurdsitan Media, is the official media outlet of the KDPI. Majid Haqqi is a former cadre of the KDPI.
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