Katy

RJSSIAN METHODS OR INTERROGATING ) DB\ NG L
4

CAPTURED PERSONNEL

RUSSIaN METHODS

OF

WORLD WARII

INTERROGATING CAPTURED PLRSONNEL

WORLD WAR IX

By
KERMIT G. STEWART
Major, Infantry, United States Army

BY
KERMIT G. STEVART

Major, (Inf) GSC

#w ARNING

4 This documernt contains information affecting
OFFIGE OF THE GHIEF OF MILITARY HISTORY %ﬁf t].ie ?ational de?ense of the U{u.ted States
4 within the meaning of the Espionage Laws,
Title 18, U. 5. C., sections 793 and 794.

v,
PEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY "%'?“F The trancmnission or the revelation of its
ﬂ‘:éj ‘ contents in any manner to an unauthorizcd
h% A g person is prohibited by law.
{‘ﬁ O
Coadss %,
e
Ba 2o [El&:fﬂ“ ) ¥ OFFICH: OF THE CHIBF OF MILITARY dISTCRY
Log E= ‘__S‘E"GH'I

DEPaRTAMENT OF THE ARMY

1 _
sified and Approved For Release @ 50-Yr 2014/03/04 : ClA-RDPE1-01043R002800220002-1 1951

"M TINNOSHId A3dN1dYD ONILYD0HHILNI 40 SAOHLIN NYISSNY

ace/ €

4+ @Ecl

c @

]

AOB'B!D'MMM .

I1YYM ATHOM TINNOSHId d3HNLdYD ONILYOOHYILINI 40 SAOHLIW NVISSNY



iified and Approved For Release @ 50-Yr 2014/03/04 . CIA-RDPE1-01043R002800220002-1

SECaE SECRET

FOHEWORD

The Office (f the Chief of Military History has undertaken
the preparation of various specicl studies needed in the Army School
oystem and for :taff reference. Such projects were initiated more
than three yes "¢ ago when a canvais of general and upecial staff sec-
tions of the Armv resulted in requests for studies on a wide variety
of subjects. In many casos the recd for such studies ias found to
be greatest in mstters pertaining to foreign military methods. This
study is intended to provide the A1y with information on Russiarn
interrogation methods in u condensec end readily usable form. It has
been mode at the request of the Assi. tnt Chief of Starf, G-z, GSUSA.

A conglderable volume of materi:.l is available for research on
voviet methods of interrogation. Thd lussians, however, ere extremely
secretive, and there are many gaps ir our knowledge of their operations
und methods, particularly at the higher levels of the Soviet govern-
mental and military structure. It is felt that this study will £ill
in soms of the missing pieces of the Soviet juzzle. If it stimulates
Turther investigation to gain yel more complete knowledge of Kussian

methods, the continuing value of the study will bLe enbanced.

IR FCHN
ORLANDO WARD
deshington, D. C. Muyjor General, US4
September 1951 Chief, Military Histovy
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in Germany as a result of the complete suppression of the
Communist party by the Nazis. While it can be ascumed that

the Soviet General Staff was aware of the experience gained

in the field of prisoner interrogation during World War I and

the Civil and the Russo-Polish Wars that followed, it is apparent
that the Soviet high command failed to adequately train lower

3
headquarters in known techniques and procedures.

The great

purges which took place from 1937 to 1939 particulurly affected
personnel in the intelligence services and on the General Staff
of the Red Army. The majority was arrested, imprisoned and
executed; others fled the country. Years of work in intelligence
was thereby canceclled out, and the new intelligence service at

the beginning of the war was weak and ineffective. The same
vas true, and for the same reason, of military leadership in

4

general. Not until battle-tested leaders began to replace the
incompetents in late 1941 did morale and discipline improve in
the Red Army. OSubsequent improvement of the Red Army as a
fighting machine was paralleled by an improvement in interro-
gation technigues and by an increasing emphasis on the importance

of interrogation as a means of gathering information.

B. bSoviet Instructions Issued in 1940

A set of instructicns concerning the collection, interrogztion,

and evacuation of prisoners (or deserters) was issued by the
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Deputy Peoples' Commander of Defense in February 1940. The

Germans found a copy of these instructions in Poland in the
captured files of a Russian tank unit. This copy was one-which
had been issued by the Fourth (Soviet) Army to its subordinate
units in mmv«madmu 1940, and it can be assumed, therefore, that
the instructions were in force during the first stage of the
conflict between Germany and Russia. The fact that the Germans
captured a second copy of these instructions which had been
received by the Trans-Caucasus Military District on 25 December

6

1941 supports this conclusion. Subsequent revisions of these
instructions and specific orders regarding interrogation are
available only in brief or fragmentery form, and most of the
changes must be surmised on the basis of known changes in or-
genization and procedure. Many of the 1940 instructions apparently
remained in force, at least in principle, throughout the war,
particularly as regards evacuation.

The 1940 instructions consisted of forty-nine articles
followed by an appendix containing prisoner-report forms and
questionnaires designed to serve as guides to interrogators in
a variety of typical combat situations. In the discussion of
these instructions which follows it will be noted that the pro-

cedures are similar to those practiced by the armed forces of

most modern nations and that the directions given are very
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general in nature. It will also be noted that none of the in-
structions prescribes procedures contrary to accepted rules of
warfare, even though the Soviet Union was not a party to the
Geneve (Prisoner of War) Convention of 1929. These instructions
are not, of course, concerned with the treatment of a prisoner
subsequent to his evecuation from the combat zone nor with his
renatriation at the close of hostilities.

The first three articles of the instructions are subtitled
"The Importance of Taking Prisoners." Articles 4 through 13
appear under the subtitle "Procedure for Collecting and Evacuating
Prisoners"; articles 14 through 41 under "Interrogation of

Prisoners"; and the last eight articles under "Evacuation of

Prisoners."

The Importance of Taking Prisoners

At the beginning of the instructions it was emphasized that
prisoners are a valuable source of intelligence to all levels of
command and staff. A well-orgenized system of interrogation and
of exploiting captured documents and materiel, it was stated, can
lead to the formulation of accurate data on the strength, organi-
zation, and intentions of ihe enemy. Troops were urged to capture
prisoners as frequently as possible since the taking of a prisoner

is a clue, in itself, to the location of a certain enemy unit in

an area; the taking of meny prisoners can result in confirming the
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personal belongings, and money.

presence of anything from a small unit to an army group.

Procedure for Collecting and Evacuating Prisoners

Immediately after capture, prisoners were to be disarmed and
thoroughly searched for documents and concealed weapons. Unarmed
soldiers were to conduct the search under the supervision of a
commanding ofr'icer while armed soldiers kept loaded weapons pointed
at the prisoners who stood with their hands raised. Officers and
members of "military-bourgeois" organizations (such as SS units)
were to be given an especially thorough search. Types of docu-
nents to be confiscated included orders, maps, official and
personal correspondence, army manuals, diaries, notebooks,
identification papers, and newspapers.

Article 13 of the instructions steted that "all military
personnel . . . must be generous to an enemy prisoner and render
any assistance in order to save his life." In keeping with this
general rule, Soviet military personnel was specifically forbidden
to take from or exchange with a prisoner the latter's gas mask,
personal (toilet) kit, uniform, underclothing, footwear, belt,
Collection and search of prisoners
during battle was to be carried cut in terrain protected from

cnemy fire.
Following the search, prisoners, were to be subdivided into

six groups: (1) officers, (2) noncommissioned officers and members
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RUSSIAN METHODS OF INTERROGATING CAPTURED PERSONNEL WORLD WAR Il

Article 13 of the instructions stated that "all military

personnel . . . must be generous to an enemy prisoner and render

is

In keeping with th

any assistance in order to save his life."

general rule, Soviet military personnel was specifically forbidden

to take from or exchange with a prisoner the latter's gas mask,

ar, belt,

personal (toilet) kit, uniform, underclothing, footwe

Collection and search of prisoners

personal belongings, and money.

during battle was to be carried out in terrain protected from

enemy fire.



from bouts and underwear to watches and eyeglusses. Far from
being free from "strain or tonsiun," interropation periocds wera
characterized by table pounding, pistol-point threats, and physical

brutality when prisoners refused to answer questions sutisfactorily.

] O

Red Army interrogators also contradicted prisoners frecuently
during interrogations and confronted them with conflicting data,

practices which had been specifically forbidden in the 1940

183% +

instructions.
Wihile the killing of priconers was tolerated by lower cchelon

commanders, it would appear that thc Soviet high command dis-
e T

approved from the beginning.]! A dircctive (No. 1798) of the Soviet

100 /338

Government, dated 1 July 1941, reiterated humanitarian espeots of
the 1940 instructions and categoricully ordered: "It is pro-

11
hibited to insult and maltreat prisoners.” A gencral order

isrued in December 1941 revealed that thie supreme command was

dissatisfied with interrogation results, that it censured milltary

RUSSIAN METHODS OF INTERROGATING CAPTURED PERSONNEL WORL

personncl because so few prisoners ever arrived at armay head-
quarters for integaga.tion and prohibited the killing of prisoners
by combat troops. An order of the VIII Cavalry Corps (Mussian),
dated December 1942, stated: "In compliance with the Order of
the Commanding Genersl of tue Tifth Tank Army ,{Eus:siapj y 1+ order
that all German officers and conlisted men who surrender are to

13
be treated well. . . . The wvounded will be given medical carc."
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(Russian Methods of Interrogating Captured Personnel World War 11, CIA, the Office of the Chief of the Military History, US Department of the Army, Kermit Stewart (Major,
Infantry, US Army), Orland Ward (Major General, USA Chief), September 1951, p. 141) https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP81-01043R002800220002-1.pdf
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The story

The Nazis were charged with the crime as far as I can remember.

-0] BUIAUOD 0] MOU $5300 [[18 9)IUIW0I 91, *NAGaV]{ UBULITBY) - = W .m
a8 Ho& uwi [, CXeTEpy Ay FioRsRE e e m cm.w.m.mm s ) W =
. *S5OU)TM B ST w:.— BU LD SSIUEISWNG T PUE “S3USDIAT “SI0EL 3U) 0 ". o= n. M m po u m
. : H — :
-aadde a0y nof yuuyp, Aqapyg Ay v ST, CNTaav]y UBULITRY A pus uenEBgEIAU] UE JSNBUDD 0 SERALCD M, ., SEsES ’ - % @
anur._.:!—t.z 0l sBM E@nﬂo.—... ja=@s senoy ss=uBung s=1Ec pEpUn Ag ﬂ“ﬂlm 1& n-_m .Im'm” F m w <]
; suonsanb o rang Suv aanpy aay AV URULITGT ) -G Shied “ 310 ..m...n..m ..n..mfm.m EQ 2 | @ .m = m
. - . 5 - & N * —
ALONI RN ¥ .A9A0 A B e ] [dy [ ._.Gn:m:.ﬁmauﬂ 19085 ay) asogeg sBuueay ..m..m.m .m..w,.w Mm.m 5 |2 g m 4 b
o . . : 382 = <
0} JaM oS JaJR AIN[) NOS alaM FUO[ MOJ[ NAGAV]Y URULITBY) aroesSe Isaio ukiey ayL Z8F =:z= Wm.h m m mt 2
MEE L OO 8 Uk QAR PO )] “XETAJY "]y u Mrm g m m..m = mH m - .m W
¢ MOJH o AURUEMOF] XUV URULITRT[) < m\M M m.m w.mm.m .o (&) mm
CEGT AU UL PoaLiiv [ ey gy MEINE S A= =2 “md.“mna =E == g =) < m m
. P UAJUI 0} smalney 0 | o m.mnm .M..m == W g 7 S - o ¥ m
Juas n0£ 10 vIsSnY UL 0L A1am FUO| MO “NAUAVIY URULITRY ) : e E25 m.m.m EESE = m - =
UL S[AN[OSGY KT APy ElE i g5z 3558 o= ¥ 5 w-HE
m:..,..:u—:_ JSLAINOA U0 UOISTH [ DU0D = .G.Mn......o.." . WF - = & m H.. B m
¥ 20104 01 NOL PaysE LPOqott 1R} UNELD a8 0L PUY INSNIDA T Iy = ..Ih..m.m.m m.m m..mu.m m.m ..m = mmn >
-V. .mH c.mu a.d M B W = - -« elum
E §ESzpgiiEsas B Z2EZ
£6)Z abegd LEITETESTITTY & Kieiqip Aw oy ppy G0 | i un :::] ﬂ @ = B syoog U .M m.lu.w.m W.W.,.MI..MW £ : = M M
. _ ) & = = Y =8fcfessl=Ti B gég®
“Suruzom wﬁkow 0 O} "Wl "B E JNOQE [[JUN BAIV Y} UL DI} dIoM RowiHAn 8 = 2825 22 3E Z 3 % m 3 :
pue ‘jyoop0 § 10 ) ‘Furwiowr AUO A[I¥d PIALIIR DA\ XETAW I B gETF o BE LM m 2 = m. <2
4 AqEEJ "Iy ‘a01) oK s Fuo[ MOF] “owaANO(] I\ e BEbyfasfsise = S£¥s3
. . - - —
“I[® 3% 30U {18 ‘0N XTI Ty SE B S8k 3 § aSFn
j putux ano£ ut 1edf Yons ou sem Eoﬁﬁko.u-mznvbm TN Y00q sitg Jnoay il g m = a.u_. £ Se 8¢
“[I® 7% jou fa1s ‘oN “xaTay “IJy Mmu,hhommmtw ~ I L8 A.wv.MM
. S} PIP §19140Q 9} pepn[o 09 300q SIy} Ul Yoseas EMETARAEESEg g4 2 - ou N
is1Y3 pIp syl 3 P mmrud P2 s i =
-u0d pue “3r0dar ano£ jo jsex o) pue Furuoswal anok Jo siseq A} Uo e S 4 g CEE. .88 3§ 35 e S & "5
suosn[ouod oA maap nof yi Jydi| e[quioABIUN UV Ul Jesinod Fun . . . L < = =" .M.. m.ml “m ° > m e 538
M. . R “ . 4} UO SSOUEISWINQIID PUE ‘S0USDIAT ‘SI0B 3 30 =% - m | E S -
-nd Jeymowmos oq JySiur noA JuY) [99) NoL pIp puy THSNIONJ ‘I . s B8 g%e
- ohﬂm JO» ohsnug uhz >U_._um pue cO:mO&mgc_cmuojucOU 0} aspwwed m m N 0 m
& uoru ﬁmbow 05 ﬂv.—u.’ §3m mvsmn.—p OAH« §.‘a2 ourn Gﬁa—d e m—.—Om&ﬂ—QH 10333 "ssnoy ‘ssauBuog smEis pauN A3 < m H u ” m m
QS0[0 AJJA AIIA LYY VYY) Meuy NOL ‘SSIPYMOAIN IMSNIOAJ I G shed “* samuiwio) z S AM v.m
‘ON ATARY T 193]8§ 8y} aloyag sbuueay = m nw e m 2 o
§ UOSBAI OU PBY NO X “IMSNIOOJ "I :a10eSse| 152104 ukiey ay| Y <~ g .m =
Jues p[nom £a91]) IomMsus JO \ o RE m.O
PUDY YA 0] S vopl AU® 9A%Y 0} UOSEAL OU PBY [ (ON "X€TAJy I % - =
§ 0JG poa L
uojdurysepy pue Juaunpaeda( 9IS o) ul siowadns anof Jomsuw #1A8) B
oy sem A[qissod Juy) 8y} [99F NoL PIP—SIY) PIP SUBULISY) By} Je) SMAINSY 0 | 3
UOISN[OU0 ¥ MBJIP USY) pue J0dax Sfoya SIY} LM P[nod noL moy
E ImmE.v_oomm ]
FUOVSSVIN ISEHOd NALYN HHL esie

0ESSEY IS3U0H ukiey

3U} UD SEOUEISWINDIID PUE ‘SO0USDIAT 'SIOES 3UJ 10

B[IDUOIAL 0] S J0J JNIPIP ST I *PIES ZOLWOIYIL]Y “AJy St “A[SNOLAqO

4 . L : il
‘pur—ijaodal 1) 200 NOL ALY Y] J [2af NOX PI([ INSNION] T RIS B CERORERLLLS K0p0 3 SO0
b ’ o -3/4 -»‘0-”&—‘ .l-—’ﬂ 0B IENOH ﬁm@;@..—onv "S9E1S PN >m
"AUMIJ U0 [wuostad Ut funey 9y uo uvawl [ IMSNION ] AJy 1-G sued “** 9anjwwo) o
JU POJUSISOAUL JUY) SIA (IS} UOISSIIIWO) oy ], “AuTdjy dJy 109[35 ay) alojag sbuuieay -
§SIY) PIP J8Y) sUBUILIAE) o) SEM JL JEI[) UOISN[IU00 91} [}Ia « n 2ov :a10essejy 1sa104 ufiey ay | m w (o}
WS NOA JEI) NOL 0] JSARTNS [RIOYO JPIA0S AU PI(] INSNIDAJ Ty §7 m
R L g @55
0 SuSSnosIp JAQUISWAL JUOP [ “SJatjj0 AuB JoqUIowal juop [ puw i g2 4 8 e
SN palI0dse oya 21 uFtaaof o) utoay adoad oM 10 HUO AaAM I T, oo e i 563 % § ¢
*S[BLOPO JOIAOS 9} 0] J1 JNOGE FULY[¥) J9GUISII J UOP [ “AWTAJY A\ Dl X g @ S22z "
’ ' ' ’ ’ W00S0 g2 T f 2 gy 5 8
0} 3}ouq A¥m JNOL UO S[VLIPO IMA0S A} (I ‘aran) mus nod Jeym =F 2 3 g5 3§ Al c =
. . sy 9 ¢ 3 ¢ £ v * v o v . - $ m = =
PUB ‘ULHuY] 0} JISIA ANOA SSNISIP NOL PIP “Sq[ajy AJy THSNIOAJ 4§ Segd e _m % @ &
SEEEL8e © g I
o 8 m S F & E|O @
1617 afed MaIA3I B} « Kieiqy Aws 03 ppy eo | iy 2 | EENE Y v S)00g E2O0 a8 % & @

PAUL STURMAN.

Perhaps the Select Committee To Investigate the Katyn Forest Massacre is in
With best wishes,

A copy of the release could be located in the Archives Building, or at least
traced from there to its final depository, for upon completion of OWI activities
the files of the Foreign Language Division, including copies of all releases, were
packed, marked, and addressed for delivery to the National Archives Building.
possession of the release in question, or at least a published copy thereof.

gave some details how the Polish Army officers were all shot in the nape of the
While in Washington, should you find time available, visit us.

neck, a method practiced by Nazi executioners.
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" But one day, one of my agents, a White Russian, brought me these
Bhotographs of the Katyn massacre. And then one of my agents in

ulgaria brought me three letters, two from two members of the
Bulgarian Cross and one whom I had known, and one from the
Rumanian Red Cross, whom I had known only by reputation.

These men gave these affidavits that they had gone up there and
personally inspected this Katyn situation, and they said that by the
state of mposition of the bodies, by many other evidences, there
could be no question that it was the Russians who had done it.

Now, I went to Captain Trammel, of the United States Navy, a very
able intelligence officer in Istanbul. T was not under his orders; I was
ng:)rtin_ irectly to the President. We worked together very well,
I showed him these pictures. They were very bulky, and, as you know,
in those days airplane travel weight was important.

So the smaller folders were given to me, and I gave the larger
folders, but not the affidavits, to Captain Trammel.

And as I wrote you gentlemen 2 or 3 months ago, if you ask him, he
still has the hig ones. The =mall ones I took in to President Roosevelt
with a magnifying glass and showed them to the President.

KA
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REPORT WRITTEN BY MES. KATHLEEN HakrivMay MorTiMer ArTer VISITinG KATYN
IN JANvUAry 1944

[Enclosure No. 2 to Despatch No. 207 di‘tod l'otl)runry 23, 1044, from American Embassy,
ascow

On January 23, 1944 members of the foreign press were taken to Smolensk to
get first hand the evidence compiled by the Commission on the Katyn incident,

The party was shown the graves in the Katyn Rorest and witnessed post
mortems of the corpses. As no member was in a position to evaluate the scientifie
evidence given, it had to be accepted at its face value,

The testimonial evidence provided by the Commission and witnesses was
mimute in detail and by American standards petty. We were expected to accept
the statements of the high ranking Soviet officinls as true, because they said it
was true.

Despite this it is my opinion that the Poles were murdered by the Germans,
The most convincing evidence to uphold this was the methodical manner in which
the job was done, something the Commission thought not sufficiently important
to stress. They were more interested in the medical evidence as conclusive
proof and the minute circumstantial evidence surrounding the crime.
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(“The Katyn Forest Massacre: Hearings Before the Select Committee to Conduct and Investigation of the Facts, Evidence, and Circumstances of the Katyn Forest Massacre”,

82" Congress, Parts 5-7. 1952, p. 2208)
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Paul Sturman’s papers have been divided into two series and arranged in reverse chronological
order by subject. The collection was largely unarranged when received by the Eisenhower
Library, therefore undated items have been left in their original file location. Also, there is a
large quantity of foreign language materials within the collection which have been arranged
chronologically in so far as it was possible to determine dates. File folders are titled by subject,
with annotations added which highlight the general subject matter of the file as well as
particularly interesting documents.

Paul Sturman served in the Foreign Language Division of the Office of War (OWI) during
World War II. The Foreign Language Division was a division of the News Bureau within the
Domestic Operations Branch of the OWI. Alan Cranston, who later served as a prominent
senator from California, was chief of the Foreign Language Division from 1942-1944. Sturman
monitored activities of domestic foreign language groups primarily from Czechoslovakia,

Hungary, Poland, and Yugoslavia. Sturman’s papers document his activities from approximately

https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/finding-aids/pdf/sturman-paul-papers.pdf
Walter Lippmann, the influential columnist, believed that the

United States was deliberately and dangerously humiliating the
e Soviet Union. The American delegates, Lippmann believed, had

fallen under the sway of the hard-line anti-Soviet views of
United Nations: A History Ambassador Harriman. When Harriman told a news conference in
By Stanley Meiser San Francisco that “our objectives and the Kremlin’s objectives
Search in this book || co are irreconcilable,” Lippmann walked out. He was disturbed by
(United Nations: A History, Stanley Meisler, 2011)
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Stanley Meisler, the author of two other books, was a foreign and diplomatic correspondent for the Los Angeles [imes tor three
decades. He was also deputy director of the Peace Corps’s Office of Evaluation and Research in the mid-1960s. Meisler, who lives
in Washington, D.C_, has written for Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, the Atlantic, the Nation, and Smithsonian, and periodically posts
news commentaries on his Web site.
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Find in a library This volume has been prepared with the cooperation of the Federal

Al seliers » Archival Agency of Russia (ROSARKHIV) and the Head Office of State
Archives in Poland in the framework of an agreement concluded among
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Katyn: A Crime Without Punishment (ROSARKHIV), and the Head Office of State Archives in Poland.

By Wajciech Materski All rights reserved.
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The sizes of the entry wounds on the occipital bone permit the conclu-
sion that two calibers of firearms were used in the executions: in the over-
whelming majority of cases, smaller than 8-mm, that is, 7.6 5-mm or less;

Katyn: A Crime Without Punishment in a lesser number, larger than 8-mm, that is, 9-mm.

By Wojciech Materski

(Katyn: A Crime without Punishment, Yale UniversiTy Press, Head Office of'State Aréhivés in Polaﬁd, Federal Archival Ageﬁcy of Russi>a, Wojciech Materski, p. 321)
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