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(The Independent Socialist Party of Israel - MAPAM, International Department of the MAPAM, January 1986, p. 1)
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TIES IN ISRAEL.

3. EAPAN: Miflaga ha~Poalim ha-¥euchedet (United Labor /Workers/Party).

&, UAPAL, which is alsc a Zionist socialict party, was formed in
Jaruary 1948 by the fusion of three left-wing parties: Achdut Avoda,
Poale Zion Smol, and lashomer Hatzalr. APAN differs from LAPAI, with
winich it is closely associated in the ilistadruth, in advocating a more
extrerne soclalism within Israel and the forging of closer links with the
USSR in foreign affairs.

An article in the 25 January 1948 edition of the Palestine Post
ccntalns excerpts from the new party's platforn:

. "The independent nation is to forge its socilalist
future by striving for a pact with the toiling Arab masses
in the country...The party sees itself as an inseperabie
part of the revolutionary workers! movement and the work
against capitalist reaction (sic). 1t will roster contacts
with revolutionary movetents all over the world and favors
agreenent between tne workers of the world and the USSii,
which is the first workers! state...Complete equality and
cooperation between the Jewish pecple returning to its
land and the Arab masses livin, there will be sought...
Regarding the UN decision, the platform has determined
to support the establishment of the Jewish state and its
defense under present conditions desplte its rejection,
in principle, of the partitior solution.®

This article also revorts that MAPAM has adopted the Achdut
Avoda adainistrative system of a council of 101 members and that the
Hashonmer Hatgzair newspaper ishmar will be issued daily by the party as
Al-ha-llishmar. Loshe Sneh, wlic was fomerly a leader of the left wing
of the General Zionists and reportedly the Jewisi Apency's liaison
officer witi [astern Furope, is LAPAVIs primary leader and spokesman.
He has had strong contacts with Polish Comnunists in Palestine. He is
known as an ambitious opportunist and his influence was restricted in
the Jewish Agenc. Council by more moderate leaders. It is quite possible
that his shift to this "new" leftist party was motivated more by vmwmaawu.
ambition and the chance to become the top man in the new party than by
convictlon. In his speech at the opening meeting, Moshe Sneh stated
that the persecution of Cormunists is identieal to the persecution of
Jevis and apnealed to all to Joln in the struggle,led du.. the USSR, for
freedom, progress, democracy, and, above all, sccialism. ’

In spite of these MAPAY speeches and articles clamoring for
closer Israeli-Soviet relations, there are no indications so far that
LAPAL is Communist. In dopestic policy it is strongly socialist, and
its supiert of communal settlements, which are sponsored by all m:n
Hmum_.mwp soclalist parties, cannot be interpreted as a Cormunist policy
UAPAL would gladly accept Soviet guidance, money, and arms in supoort )
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On the other hand, there are definite indications that the Usg
hes recognized MAFAL as a possible point of Compunist penctration of
Israel. A< unconfirmed remort r tates that the Falestine Comaunist
Party had been ordered by :loscow to recruit Comrunists arong Ruropean
immigrants for the JMAPAM parties, not for the weak and discredited
Paiestine Communist Farty. ‘oscow has long had ties with the comnonent
parties of APAY through such vro-Soviet groups as the Leapue for Soviet
Friandsnip, and the Kremlin is aware that JAPAY is the only strong party
which favors the formation of an anti-US-UK bloc in Israel, In a speech
last August loshe Snen entered tie lists against "fascism" and parroted tne
Soviet, line tanat Israel's strug le was uart of the fipght of the colonial
peciles of Asim.szainst dmperialiem.

MAPAN ‘s internal econowic program demands the nationalization
of key industries, tue tigutening of price and rent controls, a capital
levy, progressive indireect taxation, a state nononoly of foreign trade,
and the transfer of Histadruth's ecinomic enterprises to the nation.

The present PGI Cabinet cuntains two YAPAY members: ‘ordecai
Bentov (lashomer Haotzair), Linister of Labor and Public Works; and Aaron
Zisling (Achdut Avoda), the inister of Agriculture. The right-wing
parties criticize LAPAITs cooperation with HAPAT and elaim eymically
that JAPAL will never c.nstitute a true opposition because its leaders
can always be bought off with more seats. Although there is probably
a certain anmount of trith in this contention, YAPAY bitterly attacks
HAPAL for its lukewarm socilalism and its subservience to the est and
strengly oppused UAPAI's dissolution of Lhe Palmach, the crack striking
force of the amy, which was politically pro=taAPAl'. Nevertheless, “IAFAY
is still eloser in outlock to WAPAL than is any other Israeli party.

The most optimistic estimabe of MAPAM strength in tie condng
electisus gives this party 25% of tne vote, iost recent estimates,
from Goldman in London and the Press Club in Tel Aviv, give MAPAM
only 184 and predict another APAT-led coalition. In that case, MAPA

would probably continue in very much its present role; it would maintain its

economic power in tie Histadruth and seek to gain prestipe by taking
credit for any Suviet actiun favorable to Israel.

b. Of the tnree parties wuich combined ts furn JAPAY, Achdut Avoda
(Hatmua Leahdutih Haavoda--Movement for tie Unity of Labor) was the left-
wing opposition (group B) of MAPAL until June 19LL when it seceaed over
an organizational matter and furmed a separate varty. There is litile

idevlogical difference between Achdut Avoda and MAPAL, Toth are affiliated

Approved For Release 2000/05/23 : %;m:ho&auanowcoﬁb
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with the Torld Zionist Organization and stand for a soclallst Jewish

state in Palestine. Achdut Avods is more radical in international affairs
than MAPAI and stresses closer ties with thne International Labor Yovement.
1ts party vlatform in 1944 was fpical in its stand for free Jewish
imnigration, mass settlement, and the develooment of all the potentiallities
of Palestine under the Jewish Agency. The platform strongly opposes

any attempt to pa-tition Palestine, and devands the right of the labor
movement to educate all Jewish children, the separation of church and
state, and the sharing of responaibility by all parties in the aduinistra-
tion of the Jewish com:unity. Achdut Avoda considers the Histadruth

the standard bearer of Zionism in the bullding up of the naticnal economy
and in the indoctrination of the Jewish people in Zionist and socialist
piinciples. Achdut Avoda has over 100 branchies and a membership of

ghout 10,000 in labor settlements-—particularly the collective agricul-
lural settlements of the Kibutz «euchad, a federation of settlements
constituting the nore radical wing of Jewish labor. In the 194k electivns
for the Assefat llanivharim it received 10,168 votes or 9% of the total.
Its leaders include I. Tabenkin and Aaron Zisling, now Linister of
Apriculture in the [gQI.

In April 1946, Achdut Awoda merped with Poale “Zion Smol to form
the sefleget Achdut Avoda, although (as in the mergers of other Jewish
parties) it retained its own party organization. In the 19L6 electiins
to the General Zionist Congress, the first in which it partiecipated,
lefleget Achdut Avoda polled 2L4,3L6 or 12% of the votes, After the
visit of two of its members to Loscow in February 19LB8, this party
merged with the Hashorer Hatzair to form MAPAM,

¢. The second party in LIAPAL, Hashomer Hatzair (Young Guard),
is & doctrinaire revolutionary socialist party. It is nore leftist
than either MAPAI or Acndut Avoda in that it places greater stress
on class cunsciousnesa and is anti-capitalist, [ashomer [latzair has
been affil’ated witu the ®orld Zionist Organization, joining its fight
for unrestricted immigration and Jewish Agency control over imeigration
and colomization, llashomer Hatzair differed frum the other Zionist
parties in advocating a bi-national independent state of Palestine. It
urged political parity between Arabs and Jews and an Arab-Jewish trade
urdon, in line with its pure socialist doctrine, which visualized the
toiling masses of both races uniting togetier against the Arab "Effendis"
and Jewisn capitalists, After tne Kovember 1947 UN decision to partition
Palestine, llashorer llatzair abandoned its bi-national stand and rallied
enthusiastically to the Zionist cause. Up until World War 1J Hasnomer
Hatzair was connected with the International Bureau of Rewolutionary
Socialism and nad close ties with the former British Independent Lahor
Farty. Since 1942 llashomer llatzsir has advocated close ties with the
Soviet Union,

The party's main strength is frow the 6,007 members of tie
Kibbutz Artzi, a federation of Hashomer Hatzair apgricultural settle-

Approved For Release 2000/05/23 : %ﬂ%o._m._qbgogoowooﬁb
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ments, although in 194k it also had 1,500 members sutside these come
minal settlements. In the 19Lh Assefat Hanivharin elections the
lsshomer atzair and tne Foale Zion Smel combined in a MLeft Front®
which received 2l,773 votes or 12.4% of the total.

In February 1946, Hashomer latzair merged with the Sccialist

beggue. Their combined srogram deranded both the holding of elections

at regular intervals for the general assenbly of the Jewish comunity
and greater narticipation in the aduinistration of the Vaad Leumi,
whose policy they believed shunld be determined by the labor parties
and dervcratic and progressive groups. They also consider that the
freedom of tne Jewdsh workers to wapge a class stiugle is vital to
Zionism, and they believe that any idevlogies which include the con-

cent of arbitration or curtaillment of the right W strike are not only

anti=-socialist but anti-Yionist

The 2,000 workers of the Socielist League plus 500 former
members of the Hashomer Hatzair Youth wovement brought total adult
membership of the Hashomer Hatzair up to €,500 in 1946. Its news-
paper, Wishmar, wes the third most widely circulated in Palestine.
In Hmmm he narty came out against terrorism and was reported to be
trving to galn strength in rural areas. In July 19L6 there was a
reorganizatisn of the political executive. OSections were desi gnated
for cooperation with the USSR, the V-League (Friendship for Soviet
ussia), and the Arabs. A member of tuis political executive (Oren)
was revurted to have gone tu a conference at the Soviet Embassy in

Londen in Zeptember, where he promised that the [ashomer Hatzair would

work to maxe the Yishuv (thz Jewish conmunity in Palestine]} vanpuard
apainst Anglo-American influence in the iiddle East. In the Uctober

1946 elections for the borld Ziunist Congress, Hashomer “atzair polled

23,94l wotes or 12% of the total. Leaders include ilordecai Bentov,
wio is Jinister of Vorks and Buildings in the FGI, M. Imari, and
V. Hasan, :

during the fall of 1947 negotiations were in progress in
Palestine and abroad, particularly in Poland, for a union of all
pro-Soviet left-wing groups in the Jewish Agency to o unterbslance
MAPALI s "dictatorship" and to oppose tae "fascism™ of the .:.-mE.T
levisionist bloc. Such pro-Soviet institutions as the Society for
Jeraeli-Suviet Friendship, (the former V-League) the “oviet section

of the Pan Slav Union, and the satellite consulates lent encouragement

By Jamuary 1948, Achdut Awda-Poale Zion Swmolis fear of being
swallowed up by the better organized communities of lashomer Hatzair
was assuaged, and these three parties united to form NAPAL. In the
1946 elections to the lHstadiuth the parties comblned in MAPAN
received 25% of the vote as opposed to 35% received by MAPAL,

d. The third of the triumvirate, the Poale Zion Smol (left
Torkers of Ziun), is at the exireme left of the Zionist socialist
parties in Pelestine. Its socialism is simil8r 4o that of the
third {Moscow) Internaticonal, but the party's numercus attempts to

pproved For Release 2000/05/23 : %Emﬁhunamnacmaan.—uﬂ
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ment by MAPAI, whose seven posts include all of the imporiant
ones. Thz United Religiovs Bloc has three porifolios and the Pro-
gressives and the Sephardim one cach, Even if MAPAM does not
reconsider its decisicn, this combination should provide the gov-
ernment with an cffective majority of 73 seats out cf the 120 in the
Assembly. Although wiihout MAPAM the government will be gener-
ally more conservative than it was expected to be, its policy will

be comparatively clear cut and predictable, and it will continue to
maintain theoretic neutrality while actually leaning toward the West,
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181
Meeting: P.I. Ershov — M. Sneh
(Tel Aviv, 9 October 1948)

DIARY: AVP RF, F.089, OP.1, P.1, D.3, LL.5-6
Secret

[ saw Sneh at his request. He is one of the leaders of the United Mapam
Workers’ Party, having previously been in command of the Hagana. In conver-
sation Sneh told me that he was leaving in a few days’ time for the US as his
party’s delegate in order to establish closer relations with a certain progressive
Zionist group in the US. This group has recently been linked to Wallace's
Party! and supports his candidacy in the presidential elections. Sneh’s task is
to organize propaganda in the US, aiming to make the group work more
actively in support of Wallace. Sneh, being a foreigner, cannot speak publicly
for Wallace, but he will support him through the Zionist group. He thinks he
will stay in the US until the presidential elections and may stop off in Paris on
his way back.

1 mentioned that T had read his article “The Fateful Hour’, published in the
newspaper Al hamishmar,? in which Sneh warns the government and society
about the dangers of concessions and any sort of deal on the Palestine
question. I asked him what sort of danger he had in mind and how serious it
was. Sneh answered that the main danger was that Britain and the US were
always trying to draw Israel into their sphere of influence. With that in view,
they were trying to detach the Negev from Israel in order to turn it into a
military base. This question had been on their agenda during the entire thirty-
year period of British rule in Palestine. All their proposals for the partition of
Palestine have envisaged the separation of the Negev. This was evident in Lord
Peel's plan in 19373 and in the Morrison-Grady proposal of 1946;% and, finally,
the Americans insisted on it at the session of the General Assembly in 1947,

I asked whether the Americans and British were pursuing only strategic
aims in the Negev, and Sneh said that there were important economic as well
as strategic motives: 1) the Negev has oil reserves (in Gaza and the southern
part of the Dead Sea around Kurnub;® 2) the Dead Sea has very rich reserves
of potash, manganese and bromide. It was with this in mind that Churchill, as
carly as 1922, decided to divide the Dead Sea into two parts, so that the
western part would be included in the mandatory territory of Palestine and the
eastern part in Transjordan.

See Doc. 145, n. 2.

Al bamisbmar, 1 Octl. 1948,

See Doc. 31, n. 3.

See Doc. 65,

Present-day Mamshit in the Negev Desert.
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Meeting: P.I. Ershov — Y. Riftin and L. Levite
(Tel Aviv, 23 September 1948)

Documents on Israeli-Soviet Relations 1941-1953

DIARY: AVP RF, F.089, OP.1, P.1, D.3, LL.21-3
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1948

also against international trusteeship without the USSR. The party had major
differences with the government on the question of Haifa and Lvdda. Shertok
had been saying in the State Council that, since Bernadotte's proposals con-
cerned only the port and not the whole town of Haifa, Israel could agree with
it. Mapam was saying that giving Transjordan the right to use the port of Haifa
would, in practice, mean handing over the port to the British and turning it
into a British naval base. The same was true of Lydda. That was why Mapam
was insisting that there should be no concessions on this matter.

When I asked which parties or political groups were showing an inclination
to give ground, Sneh answered that at present there were three currents of
thought in political circles: 1) the right wing of the Mapai Party and the repre-
sentatives of the grande bourgeoisie, whose views were expressed in the
government by Finance Minister Kaplan and the Minister of Justice Rosen-
blueth, and in the press by the newspaper Haaretz: These were all inclined to
make territorial concessions in order to gain the agreement and support of the
US and Britain; 2) the extreme nationalists, revisionists and the IZL, secretly
supported by Prime Minister Ben-Gurion, who oppose concessions and are
trying to reach an agreement with the US to obtain the annexation of part of
the Arab territories of Palestine in order to hand them over later as concessions
to American capital. Ben-Gurion's view is expressed in the press by the
journalist Liebenstein [Livneh] in the newspaper Davar. “What Liebenstein
writes, Ben-Gurion thinks, or the other way round’ said Sneh; 3) the United
Workers' Party and the Communist Party of Israel are against any sort of
concessions to, or compromises with, the US and Britain, but in favour of ‘a
just compromise’ with the Arabs, and of the closest possible relations with the
USSR and the People’s Democracies. The first and second of these groups
frequently agree on their general line, but although they have eleven ministries
out of thirteen in the government, their strength should not be exaggerated.
This government has not been elected by anyone: basically it has usurped
power and its ministers are usurpers. It is quite possible that when new
elections are held, the ‘balance among the parties” will change. The progres-
sive movement in Israel is only just beginning. If the government goes for
concessions over the Bernadotte Plan, this will strengthen the opposition
parties, that is Mapam and the Israeli Communist Party, which are at present
exerting a restraining influence on the government, and which cannot be
disregarded. Of course what restrains the government more than anything else
in its lurches towards the West is the Soviet Union, which pursues a consistent
policy of support for Israel as an independent and sovereign state,

The conversation lasted about an hour. Second secretary Fedorin was
present.

Minister of the USSR in Israel
P. Ershov
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Riftin and Levite came to see me at their request. Levite said that the United
Workers' Party [Mapam] was playing an important role in the political life of
Israel. In the last elections to the Histadrut, it received about 40 per cent of the
votes. At least a hundred collective settlements, out of a total of 300 Jewish
agricultural colonies, are under its influence. Since many of this party’s
settlements are located near the frontiers of Israel they bore the main thrust of
the Arab forces. Before the formation of the Jewish army, units of the Palmah,
which consists mainly of supporters of this party, formed the basis of the
Jewish armed forces. At present a large number of the military commanders,
including some generals, belong to Mapam. However this is not true of the
general staff or other central military departments, where Mapai members
predominate.

Riftin said that he had recently returned from America, where he had met
Comrade A A. Gromyko. He believes that the United Workers’ Party is the most

and not by the broad masses of the population; a struggle against clericalism,
while retaining freedom of conviction; defence of its positions in the army,
because ‘with the support of the army, the party can be a significant force';
officials who served the British to be dismissed from the civil service.

When I asked what reaction there had been in the party to the Cominform-
buro’s decision on the Yugoslav Communist Party,? they answered that the reso-
lution had not been discussed, and that they had very little material about this.

In conclusion I commented that the world was now split into a democratic
and an imperialist camp, which meant that each party formed its foreign and
domestic policies on the basis of these historic circumstances.

Semioshkin, the attaché of the legation, was present during the conversa-
tion.

Minister of the USSR in Israel
P. Ershov
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Write review
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LN. Bakulin to A.A. Gromyko (Moscow)

Add to my library ~

Add to my library ¥
The Communist Party of Israel is insignificant in numbers and in influence

in the country. It makes mistakes both in tactics and in matters of organization.

It badly needs help.
Mapam and the Communist Party have recently begun to make joint state-

I attach Comrade Ershov’s note ‘The Situation in Israel’ and with it a draft
ments on certain questions.

of instructions to the USSR minister in Israel, which he has prepared with our

GO
participation.

COPY: AVP RF, F 089, OP.2, P.3, D.8, LL.2-11
co

Moscow, 29 September 1949

Secret

PPI's Roots and History — Partners For Progressive Israel
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(DIARY: AVP RF. F.089, OP.1, P.1. D3, LL.5-6, Secret, Meeting: P.l. Ershov — M. Sneh, Tel Aviv, October 9, 1948. In: “Documents on Israeli-Soviet Relations, 1941-1953, Parts
GET PRINT BOOK

1-27, Israeli Foreign Ministry, Russian Foreign Ministry, Israel State Archives, Russian Federal Archives, p. 381) (DIARY: AVP RF, F.089, OP.I, P.I, D.3, LL.21-3, Meeting: P.I.
Ershov — Y. Riftin and L. Levite, Tel Aviv, September 23, 1948. In: “Documents on Israeli-Soviet Relations, 1941-1953, Parts 1-2”, Israeli Foreign Ministry, Russian Foreign

Ministry, Israel State Archives, Russian Federal Archives, pp. 363-365)

-
(The Situation in Israel, P. 1. Ershov. In: I.N. Bakulin to A.A. Gromyko (Moscow) COPY: AVP RF, F 089, OP.2, P.3, D.8, LL.2-11, Moscow, September 29, 1949, Secret. In:

“Documents on Israeli-Soviet Relations, 1941-1953, Parts 1-2”, Israeli Foreign Ministry, Russian Foreign Ministry, Israel State Archives, Russian Federal Archives, p. 536)

(PPI’S ROOTS AND HISTORY, Partners for Progressive Israel, Arieh Lebowitz & Ralph Seliger) https://www.progressiveisrael.org/ppis-roots-and-history/

Organizationally, Partners for Progressive Israel has roots in the Hashomer Hatzair youth movement, founded in 1913 in

Galicia, Austria-Hungary. In 1947, a number of adult former members of Hashomer Hatzair felt the need to maintain
social and political cohesion even if not making Aliyah (moving to Israel); many were involved in the Progressive Party

campaign of Henry Wallace. They created an organization called the Progressive Zionist League (PZL).

The following has been written by Arieh Lebowitz and Ralph Seliger:
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the activities of the communist faction inside Mapam, and that

was why the mike had been installed in Ya'ari’s office.
(Spies in the Promised Land: Iser Harel and the Israeli Secret Service, Michael Bar-Zohar, 1972, p. 209)
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Mapam,” Iser says, “and were fighting to annex it to the com-
munist party. The Mapam leaders did not know of this group,
whose leader was Moshe Sneh, the former chief of Haganah.
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Meir Ya'ari, however, violently objected to Iser Harel's inter-

ference. Shin-Bet, therefore, decided to keep a close watch on

A group of extreme Leftists had been set up in

Returmn now

trol a subversive plan which the leaders of the communist party

and of communist groups inside Mapam were putting into exe-
was first and foremost a Zionist party, and I made up my mind

to stop its drift toward communism. Through a friend I in-
formed Meir Ya'ari about the conspiracy that was going on be-

cution, all unbeknownst to the Mapam leaders. To me, Mapam
hind his back.”

Apparently the Soviet Embassy was directing by remote con-
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(azan: Movement of Life, Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi Institute, Ze’ev Tzahor, 1997, p. 197) (‘British Mandate-era Arms Cache Found Under Israeli Kibbutz’, Ha’aretz, Eli Ashkenazi,
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INTERVIEW WITH DR. SNEH
. By L. Bruck

While Dr. Moshe Sneh, a leader of the
lsrael United Workers Party (Mapam)
and @ member of the Knesset, was in Paris
attending the World Jewish Congress
meeting held there in August, he granted
an interview to L. Bruck, of the editorial
staff of the Neie Presse, Paris Yiddish
daily. The inserview follows—Eds.

1. How would you evaluate the interna-
ional position of the state of Israel at the
present moment?

Those in control of American policy are
actually exerting strong pressure on Israel.
Amernican imperialism is striving com-
pletely to dominate the Near East, to
_eliminate British imperialism from its
‘previous positions and to transform the
‘countrics of the Near East into a base for
‘exclusively American domination from the
political, economic and strategic view-
points.
~ In the framework of this policy Wash-
ington secks to make our young state obe
‘of its satellites, Pressure on Israel is ex-
‘pressed in a number of forms:
~a) By the rearmament of neighboring
fewudal Arab stares, which are ‘incited to
take revenge upon Israel, in order to force
Isracl to seck its security through a re-
gional Middle Eastern pact under an
American protectorate;

b) By the “internationalizaticn” of
Jerusalem. This means the creation of an
‘American enclave in the country’s heart;

¢} By the annexation of the southern
part of the Negev and of the outlet to the
Red Sea near Akaba for the pur of
“establishing an American base gse the
ports of the Indian Ocean;

~d) By piling up for the state of Isracl
‘numecrous economic and financial difficul-
‘ties so that Israel should adopt the Me-
‘Ghee Plan, which is only a special edition
of the Marshall Plan for the Middle East.

To make Isracl its satellite, American
imperialism is exploiting the tragedy of the
‘Arab refugees in such a way that Ameri-
can banks can practically dominate the
state of Iscael, as well as the Arab states,
‘under the pretext of “aid" for their reha.
‘bal{nucn. This is the real explanation of
American pressure. Washington is trying
to pI an economic crisis in the state
~of Israel under the double burden of Jew-
“ish immigration and readmission of Arab

2. What is your attitude on the question
of Arab refugees?

We have always demanded the right of
peaccful Arab refugees to return to the
country. We have connected this with our
demand that in the Arab part of Palestine
there should be created a democratic inde-

ident Arab state, which would be
inked with Israel by an economic union
and a treaty of friendship. In the frame-
work of such a democratic solution the
question of refugees could no longer be
used as an instrument for foreign intrigues,
It is characteristic that, when we proposed
a year ago that the night of peaceful Arab
refugees to return be proclaimed as part of
a democeatic entente between jews and
Arabs, the majority parties just about’ de-
nounced us as traitors. Now, when Amer-
sea i3 demanding that we permit the re-
turn of Arab refugees, the government de-
clares that it is ready to receive them.
According to our proposal of a year ago,
the retutn of Arab refugees could have
been an act of good will on the pant of
Isracl on the path to Jewish-Arab friend-
ship; now it mes an act imposed by
the American government having for its
purpase the cconomic subordination of the
Arab states as well as [srael.

3. How, according to you, can Lsrael de-
fend itcelf against the pressure of Ameri-
can imperialism?

Teoday we are an independent state and
we are in a position to reject all American
demands. It is evident that our resistance
can only succeed if it is supported by help
from sincere friends of our independence,
that is, in the first place by the help of
the Soviet Union and the people’s democ-
racies. We do not have the least confidence
that the present government of Isracl will
put up effective resistance to the demands
of American imperialism, The composition

of the government—right wing social dem.

ocrats (Mapai), religious front, small bour-
geois parties—-determines in advance its
political line of submission to the policy of
the United States. That is why we are
conducting a fight of unswerving opposi-
tion to the policies of the government in-
side and outside of the Knesset. The fight
for the independence of Israel is tied to
the fight for peace just as the act of drag.
ging Israel into a regional pact under
American control would be tied to the
preparation for a new war by American
imperialissn  against the Soviet Union,
against the people's democracies and
against the independence of all peoples.
We have just established in Israel a
Committee for Peace which has affiliated
with the World Congress of the Partisans
for Peace. We are also in the process of
enlarging the scope and strengthening the
acuvity of the League for Friendship with
the USSR. The popular masses have
warmly-—even enthusiastically—responded
10 the call of these two organizations, We

‘hope to be able w create a mass mave-

ment in support of the fight to promote
peace and friendship with the Soviet Un.
ton, Mapai recently attcmEtcd to split the
League for Friendship with the USSR, but’
the result has been just the opposite. The
League has been strengthensd and the
number of members doubled. Our view
is that friendship with the USSR is a
touchstone for cvery individual on the
question of world peace; for every Jew
who wishes to remain true to the real
intercsts of his people and his country;
and for every worker who wishes to re-
main faithful to the banner of genuine
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socialism. It is necessary to add that not

"oaly the Movement for Peace but also the
League for Friendship with the USSR
take part in and collaborate harmoniously
with all progressive forces in Israel, both
Jewish and Arab,

4. Can you say @ few words about the
coonamic situation in lirael?

It is evident that our economic situation
is difficult. We have to meet the normal
difficulties of a state as well as the war
budget as long as the armistice is not
transformed into a peace treaty, We have
to accept hundreds of thousands of new im-
migrants (260,000 in the last 15 months).
I should also add what I have often de-
clared in the Knesser: rmment poli
is tending towards redg;nion' of nmg;:ay
tion, to lower the standard of living of
the masses and to penctration of foreign
capital into the country.

Our economic program aims at the fol-
lowing objectives: nationalization of the
land, of water sources, of natural resources
(the Dead Sea), of electricity, of oil re-
fineries and of foreign trade; radical re-
casting of the fiscal system by increase of
direct 1axation and suppression of indirect
taxation and creation of the tax on capital;
increase in the volume of trade with the
USSR and with all European countries
which would replace imports solely from
Anglo-Saxon countries, which inevitably
lead to the increase in the deficit of our
trade balance; democratization in general
of the whole economic system, as closely
as possible in acordance with the example
of the popular democracies and in the

spirit of the pioneers of our renaissance.

5. What are Yhe repercussions of govern-

mental pdicics on the condition of the
workers
First of all the government is not capable

of insuring employment for everyone,
above o all E:r thle n:ywh‘immi ofts. Sec-
ondly, we have alrea d cases of wages,
cuts (2.5 pounds per month). The Mapai
majority in the Histadrut has accepted
the reduction in salaries because, they say,
prices have dropped. For ‘the first time
in [srael strikes have broken out against
the will of the Histadrut leadership, At
Tel Aviv the strikes included gooo work-
ers and at Haifa several thousands, Under
pressure from striking workers, the Hista-
drut leadership has been forced to make
2 mw;:dn: it has set u t:ue commission
W participation opposition
M;epam) to reexamine the cost-of-living
" index,

6. How would you sum up your opinon
Of the general situation in livacl?
No confidence in the government, con-
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More on Psychoanalysis

Editors, Jewisit Live:

George Stewart’s articles No Peace
of Mind in the March and April issues
were stimulating and their basic theses
irrefutable, Yet they raise points which
must be challenged, at least to the extent
of insisting that Stewart be called upon
to amplify his attitude toward psycho-
analysis and psychotherapy in general,
On two points, a progressive could
hardly disagree with Stewart—one, his
view that the attempt to wed psycho-
analysis and religion is futile and danger-
ous, the other, his criticism of Freud's own
attitudes on the nature of man and society,
Further, progressives, or even mildly in-
telligent conservatives, could scarcely ques-
tion the proposition that mental and nery-
ous disorders, especially anxicty and inse-
curity feelings, are symptoms of a fevered
age. Saciety is the basic cause of emotional

conflicts, and in a double manner, Anxiety '
grows from the immediate troubles of our

cra, from fears of war, unemployment,
loss of liberty. It grows also from reaction-
ary methods of child training which inflict
on the growing tion the outworn
and unhealthy attitudes of the past,

Psychoanalysis is, of course, no cure for
society’s ills. Yet, the i :1‘13 of help
theough such treatment is a real question
for many progressives,

While emotional conflicts have a deep |

root in society, they can often be resolved
and channelized through a growth in un-
derstanding of one's self and one’s en-
vironment. That understanding can grow
through properly-applied analysis,

It is on that point that Stewart scems
most unclear, and even slightly callous. To
a layman, he scems to ignore the basic
difference, one which is almost qualita-
tive, between the neuroses of the age and
the crawling, miserable anxicty pressures
that afflict certain individuals,

The anxiety and nervousness of the age
are something that all progressives feel
with varying pressure. An understanding
of these, coupled with work for civil liber-
ties, better living conditions and a better
world, is the best therapy. For such condi-
tions there can be no cure-all.

But other difficulties go beyond. What
of the young man worried sick about his
sex problems? What of the frigid woman?
What about persons whose lives are a mo-
rass of petty fixations, anxieties, worries,
far beyond the normal reactions to a
troubled society? Is it sufficient to give

E“IiVIEWrWITH'DR. SNE-H, Neie-Presse (a Paris Yiddish daily), In'terviewer:' L. Bruck, intervi.ewe
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them a volume of Marx and a bundle of
leaflets? Surely, the purposeful existence
of the good progressive will help, but the
basic conflicts need special therapy. _

That is what Stewart seems w ignore.
For many individuals, such difficultics are
subject to amelioration even within the
framework of existing society. This ther-
apy is expensive, yes, and the clinics are
crowded. But, as is the case with physical
medicine, the remedy is not less therapy,
but more. A rational society would make
the findings of neuro-psychiatry available
to all whso need them. o

Does Stewart propese to junk psycho-
analysis entirely? What are his views of
psychosomatic medicine? What of the phy-
sicians who regard many physica ail-
ments, such as coronary thrombosis' or
even defective vision as rooted in andieties
stemming from childhood experiences?
There are, indeed, obvious dangers for
the progressive sceking psychiatric aid,
and Stewart is quite correct in ting
them out, Through class bias, many ana-
lysts regard any left-wing vi L as
ipro facto neurotic, Some analysts them-

selves are muddied. But others, whie by

no means. progressives, have an under-
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