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stated his profound disagreements with the prime minister and
defense minister over the battle for Jerusalem. Galili testified too,
also criticizing Ben-Gurion’s performance of his duties as defense
minister. The ministers recommended the creation of a formal war
cabinet. They recommended too that Galili be restored to his old
role as head of the national command—eflectively interposing
him between Defense Minister Ben-Gurion and the general staff.
Ben-Gurion promptly resigned, just days before the truce was due
to end. With the prime minister demonstratively at home, and the
generals no longer at their posts either, the entire political and
military establishment went into a paroxysm of negotiations to
find some saving formula.

Here one sees graphically how even Ben-Gurion’s opponents,
who blithely accused him of autocratic ways, were desperate not
to lose him. Galili altruistically offered his own head. In the end,

Write review Page 123

The Altalena anchored off Kfar Vitkin, a moshav between Tel
Aviv and Haifa, and hopefully far from the prying eyes of UN ob-
servers, and began off-loading the weapons with the help of hun-
dreds of supporters who had gathered at the site. Galili and Yadin
deployed troops to surround the beach and ordered Begin to sur-
render. Some of the troops with Etzel sympathies crossed the lines
and joined the Alralens crew and its enthusiastic sympathizers.
The ship, with Begin and other Revisionist leaders now on board,
weighed anchor and put out to sea, chased by IDF craft. It sailed
south toward Tel Aviv and eventually ran aground close to the
shore. At army headquarters in Ramat Gan, I spent that night
with a rifle in my hand in Ben-Gurion’s office, in case the head-

quarters compound was stormed by demonstrators.

Page 236 ~ < >

Immediately after the Likud 1977 election victory, Begin attended the
remembrance ceremony for the 16 comrades who died on board the ill-fated
Altalena. [Among the dead was Abraham Stavsky.] In his address to the gather-
ing he stated: “Ben-Gurion was mislead concerning the matter of the Altalena.
Someone mislead him and told him that the ship arrived to help Etzel take
control of the State. On this information, an order was given to shell the
ship.” He said that he heard this from a member of the Labour Party who
had stated: “We investigated the Altalena incident and came to the conclusion ...
that Ben-Gurion was misled.”® Thus, the ceremony’s orientation shifted from
remembrance to endorsement. He emphasized the democratic legacy of his

https://books.google.ca/books?id=w-SZ74AmFTQC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
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On the Brink of Civil War
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throwing hand grenades at Irgun men who approached the building and

ordering several Palmach off-duty combat units to report immediately to
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the scene. Rabin's superior, Palmach commander Yigal Alon, soon took

Write review

over. Replacing the incompetent Kiriyati commander, Alon ordered full

mobilization. The situation was getting out of hand and casualties were

Brother Against Brother: Violence

mounting. The men aboard Altalena, who showed no intention of surren-

and Extremism in Israeli Politics

dering, were not allowed to carry their wounded to the beach for fear they

from ...

By Ehud Sprinzak, Senior Lecturer Department of

would bring in more guns and ammunition.*

Political Science Ehud Sprinzak

The ensuing explosion on Altalena, which forced its people to evacu-

Go
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ate the ship, was not the only ordeal. Some Palmach and army units con-

tinued to shoot at the swimming survivors despite a number of white flags

About this book

flown on the ship’s deck to indicate surrender. Not all the fire was meant

to kill, but there were egregious exceptions. Sporadic fighting between

(Brother against Brother: Violence and Extremism in Israeli Politics from Altalena to the Rabin Assassination, Ehud Sprinzak, 1999, pp. 28-29)
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< Lauder School of Government

Reichman University Diplomacy and Strategy

Professor Ehud Sprinzak died on November 8, 2002 at Tel Hashomer Hospital near Tel-Aviv,
following months of illness.

He was 62. Sprinzak, grandson of Yosef Sprinzak, the first Speaker of Israel's Knesset, leaves a wife,
four children, two grandchildren and a mother.

Sprinzak was a world-renowned expert on terror and for his research on Israel's extreme right. He
was the Founding Dean of the Lauder School of Government at the Interdisciplinary Center in
Herzliya, Israel's first private university.

Sprinzak was also Professor Emeritus of Political Science at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
where he taught for thirty years. As Dean at the IDC, Sprinzak worked actively to encourage and
train a new young leadership for Israeli society through innovative programming. He was also among
the initiators of the annual "Herzliya Conference on the Balance of National Strength and Security.”
As an expert on Israel's right wing and political viclence, Sprinzak advised Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin on these issues. At this year's commemoration of the anniversary of Rabin's death, Eitan
Haber, Rabin's Chief of Staff, recalled Sprinzak's central role in Rabin's decision-making process.

https://www.idc.ac.il/en/schools/government/pages/about-shprinzak.aspx
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jurisdiction of the Israeli government. When the first U.N. cease-fire
went into effect on June 11, 1948, Israel and the Arab states agreed
not to introduce new arms into their territories. Both sides, of course,
violated this agreement, but covertly. However, the Irgun resolved
to bring in an arms shipment openly on the Altalena. This act could
only be viewed as an irresponsible and wanton defiance of govern-
ment authority, and it had to be vigorously and speedily dealt with.

While I was being briefed by Yitzhak Sadeh, the Altalena was an-

chored off Kfar Vitkin, twenty-three miles north of Tel Aviv, dis-
(The Story of My Life, Moshe Dayan, 1976, p. 95) https://archive.org/details/moshedayanstoryoOOdaya/page/94/mode/2up?q=asfasfa&view=theater
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The Italians 'habitually used the language of Christian virtue,’ disassociating defense force, helping Zionist leader Ze'ev Jabotinsky establish the Betar
themselves from the Nazis. Naval Academy officer training camp in Civitavecchia for Mandatory

Palestine Jews - which would eventually become the Israel Navy more than a
By BENJAMIN GLATT Published: JANUARY 23, 2017 08:32
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then in the rank of officer cadet of
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"

Poles and Jews stood shoulder to shoulder in defence of the Republic of Poland” \ News \ Oficjalna strona Prezydenta Rzeczypospo
News President FirstLady Cabinet Advisors Chancellery Forthe me

general Wladyslaw Anders. And it was here, on this soil at his own request he was dismissed from
the service in order to be able to join the struggle for a Jewish state of Israel, whose member of
Knesset he was for next ten terms in office, from 1949, the state that he ruled then for six years

I am particularly pleased to be able to meet you in this very centre, named after Menachem
the Polish Army he came to Israel in 1943 as one of Polish army soldiers under command of

Begin, born in Brest on the Bug River as Mieczyslaw Biegun

as prime minister.
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https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2018-11-09/ty-article-magazine/.premium/the-historian-who-blames-rabin-for-his-own-murder-and-praises-hitler/0000017f-e0bf-d75c-a7ff-

fchf46940000 https:/il.linkedin.com/in/uri-milstein-047660137 (‘The Man Who Jumped Off the Altalena, the Ship That Nearly Caused an Israeli Civil War’, Ha’aretz, Ofer

Aderet, June 17, 2018) https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium.MAGAZINE-the-forgotten-tale-of-the-man-who-jumped-off-the-altalena-1.6177569 Link to the Altalena
image from ‘Forward’. Note that the original image presented by Forward was in black-and-white, but | made it sepia. https://forward.com/culture/205102/irgun-fighter-

remembers-the-altalena/
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Meeting: P.I. Ershov — M. Sneh
(Tel Aviv, 9 October 1948)

DIARY: AVP RF, F.089, OP.1, P.1, D.3, LL.5-6
Secret

[ saw Sneh at his request. He is one of the leaders of the United Mapam
Workers’ Party, having previously been in command of the Hagana. In conver-
sation Sneh told me that he was leaving in a few days’ time for the US as his
party’s delegate in order to establish closer relations with a certain progressive
Zionist group in the US. This group has recently been linked to Wallace's
Party! and supports his candidacy in the presidential elections. Sneh’s task is
to organize propaganda in the US, aiming to make the group work more
actively in support of Wallace. Sneh, being a foreigner, cannot speak publicly
for Wallace, but he will support him through the Zionist group. He thinks he
will stay in the US until the presidential elections and may stop off in Paris on
his way back.

1 mentioned that T had read his article “The Fateful Hour’, published in the
newspaper Al hamishmar,? in which Sneh warns the government and society
about the dangers of concessions and any sort of deal on the Palestine
question. I asked him what sort of danger he had in mind and how serious it
was. Sneh answered that the main danger was that Britain and the US were
always trying to draw Israel into their sphere of influence. With that in view,
they were trying to detach the Negev from Israel in order to turn it into a
military base. This question had been on their agenda during the entire thirty-
year period of British rule in Palestine. All their proposals for the partition of
Palestine have envisaged the separation of the Negev. This was evident in Lord
Peel's plan in 19373 and in the Morrison-Grady proposal of 1946;% and, finally,
the Americans insisted on it at the session of the General Assembly in 1947,

I asked whether the Americans and British were pursuing only strategic
aims in the Negev, and Sneh said that there were important economic as well
as strategic motives: 1) the Negev has oil reserves (in Gaza and the southern
part of the Dead Sea around Kurnub;® 2) the Dead Sea has very rich reserves
of potash, manganese and bromide. It was with this in mind that Churchill, as
carly as 1922, decided to divide the Dead Sea into two parts, so that the
western part would be included in the mandatory territory of Palestine and the
eastern part in Transjordan.

See Doc. 145, n. 2.

Al bamisbmar, 1 Octl. 1948,

See Doc. 31, n. 3.

See Doc. 65,

Present-day Mamshit in the Negev Desert.
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Meeting: P.I. Ershov — Y. Riftin and L. Levite
(Tel Aviv, 23 September 1948)

Documents on Israeli-Soviet Relations 1941-1953

DIARY: AVP RF, F.089, OP.1, P.1, D.3, LL.21-3
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also against international trusteeship without the USSR. The party had major
differences with the government on the question of Haifa and Lvdda. Shertok
had been saying in the State Council that, since Bernadotte's proposals con-
cerned only the port and not the whole town of Haifa, Israel could agree with
it. Mapam was saying that giving Transjordan the right to use the port of Haifa
would, in practice, mean handing over the port to the British and turning it
into a British naval base. The same was true of Lydda. That was why Mapam
was insisting that there should be no concessions on this matter.

When I asked which parties or political groups were showing an inclination
to give ground, Sneh answered that at present there were three currents of
thought in political circles: 1) the right wing of the Mapai Party and the repre-
sentatives of the grande bourgeoisie, whose views were expressed in the
government by Finance Minister Kaplan and the Minister of Justice Rosen-
blueth, and in the press by the newspaper Haaretz: These were all inclined to
make territorial concessions in order to gain the agreement and support of the
US and Britain; 2) the extreme nationalists, revisionists and the IZL, secretly
supported by Prime Minister Ben-Gurion, who oppose concessions and are
trying to reach an agreement with the US to obtain the annexation of part of
the Arab territories of Palestine in order to hand them over later as concessions
to American capital. Ben-Gurion's view is expressed in the press by the
journalist Liebenstein [Livneh] in the newspaper Davar. “What Liebenstein
writes, Ben-Gurion thinks, or the other way round’ said Sneh; 3) the United
Workers' Party and the Communist Party of Israel are against any sort of
concessions to, or compromises with, the US and Britain, but in favour of ‘a
just compromise’ with the Arabs, and of the closest possible relations with the
USSR and the People’s Democracies. The first and second of these groups
frequently agree on their general line, but although they have eleven ministries
out of thirteen in the government, their strength should not be exaggerated.
This government has not been elected by anyone: basically it has usurped
power and its ministers are usurpers. It is quite possible that when new
elections are held, the ‘balance among the parties” will change. The progres-
sive movement in Israel is only just beginning. If the government goes for
concessions over the Bernadotte Plan, this will strengthen the opposition
parties, that is Mapam and the Israeli Communist Party, which are at present
exerting a restraining influence on the government, and which cannot be
disregarded. Of course what restrains the government more than anything else
in its lurches towards the West is the Soviet Union, which pursues a consistent
policy of support for Israel as an independent and sovereign state,

The conversation lasted about an hour. Second secretary Fedorin was
present.

Minister of the USSR in Israel
P. Ershov
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Riftin and Levite came to see me at their request. Levite said that the United
Workers' Party [Mapam] was playing an important role in the political life of
Israel. In the last elections to the Histadrut, it received about 40 per cent of the
votes. At least a hundred collective settlements, out of a total of 300 Jewish
agricultural colonies, are under its influence. Since many of this party’s
settlements are located near the frontiers of Israel they bore the main thrust of
the Arab forces. Before the formation of the Jewish army, units of the Palmah,
which consists mainly of supporters of this party, formed the basis of the
Jewish armed forces. At present a large number of the military commanders,
including some generals, belong to Mapam. However this is not true of the
general staff or other central military departments, where Mapai members
predominate.

Riftin said that he had recently returned from America, where he had met
Comrade A A. Gromyko. He believes that the United Workers’ Party is the most

and not by the broad masses of the population; a struggle against clericalism,
while retaining freedom of conviction; defence of its positions in the army,
because ‘with the support of the army, the party can be a significant force';
officials who served the British to be dismissed from the civil service.

When I asked what reaction there had been in the party to the Cominform-
buro’s decision on the Yugoslav Communist Party,? they answered that the reso-
lution had not been discussed, and that they had very little material about this.

In conclusion I commented that the world was now split into a democratic
and an imperialist camp, which meant that each party formed its foreign and
domestic policies on the basis of these historic circumstances.

Semioshkin, the attaché of the legation, was present during the conversa-
tion.

Minister of the USSR in Israel
P. Ershov
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(‘War Diaries, 1947-1949°, David Ben-Gurion, 1947-1949, p. 411. Edited by Gershon Rivlin & Elhanan Orren, Translated to Arabic by: Samir Jabbour)
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