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The Americans, too, had learned the world’s most important secret. A high Ger-
man economic official from Weimar days, Erwin Respondek, who had been
tasked with preparing the currency for the occupied Soviet Union, arranged
Get this book in print ¥ . . . . . .
= s sk R meetings with the U.S. commercial attaché in a darkened cinema and passed him
8.2 88 word of the invasion planning. In early 1941, Respondek had prepared the first of
S e several detailed memoranda for the United States outlining the steps being taken
for the destruction of the Soviet Union and “a rigorous liquidation of Bolshevism,
all its political and other institutions, and, in particular, the ‘extermination’ of its
Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929-1941 . .
I leaders by the SS.” Respondek, whose key contact was General Halder, had proved
Search in this book - a reliable source till now, but officials in Washington were beginning to suspect
that he was a plant. After internal debate, Roosevelt had undersecretary of state
About thiz book
Sumner Welles tell Konstantin Umansky, the Soviet envoy in Washington, that
My library the United States “has come into possession of information which it regards as
My History authentic, clearly indicating that it is the intention of Germany to attack the So-
Books on Google Play viet Union.” Umansky blanched. He promised to convey the information to
BOOKS W Y co Add to my library ~ Write review Page 877
Goebbels, in one of his regular conferences for the Nazi press on June 5, stated,
The Fithrer has decided that the war cannot be brought to an end without an
invasion of Britain. Operations planned in the East have therefore been canceled.
Get this book in print ¥
He cannot give any detailed dates, but one thing is certain: the invasion of Britain
ek will start in three, or perhaps five weeks.”** The next day, the British foreign office
2 Reviews _
\Wiite review recalled Cripps to London for “consultations.”” Berlin was worried that some-
thing was up; London, for its part, was still fearing a last-minute new Hitler-Stalin
A ) pact against the UK. That day, Stalin signed decrees “on measures for industry’s
Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929-1941
Sy Stephen Ketkin preparedness to switch to the mobilization plan for [producing] ammunition™ and
Search in this book Go for possible wartime mobilization of all industry from July 1.”* Between June 6
BOOKS - - e co Add to my library ¥ Write review Page 880
Stalin tried to seize the initiative, composing a TASS bulletin, read out over
Moscow radio at 6:00 p.m. on June 13 and published in Soviet newspapers the next
Get this book in print ¥ morning. The impetus appears to have been the intensified speculation of a
German-Soviet war that accompanied Cripps’s recall to London. In issuing the
;R:V?;:’ bulletin, Stalin was effectively following the suggestion Schulenburg had made to
A irite review Dekanozov that the Soviet leader write to Hitler, but the despot decided on the
STHI,IIL form of an open letter. “Germany is also, just as consistently as the USSR, observ-
Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929-1941 ing the terms of the Soviet-German Non-Aggression Pact,” it stated. “In view of
By Staphen Kotkn this, according to Soviet circles, rumors of Germany’s intent to break the Pact and
Search in this book Go to attack the USSR are utterly groundless.” Stalin aimed not only to refute the
About this book rumors of war, again blaming them on British provocations to cause that very war,

but also to elicit a German denial of any intentions to attack—or, failing that, a
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The Germans knew, of course, that the Soviets had been calling up reserves,
moving forces to the frontier, furiously building border defenses, and stepping up
patriotic propaganda.”™ The Wehrmacht’s main worry was that, given its absurdly
dense concentration of forces and weaponry smack up against the Soviet frontier,
the Red Army could inflict great damage by striking preemptively—or, what
might be worse, adjust their forward defense posture and move their own ex-
tremely vulnerable troops back away from the frontier, removing the danger of
being wiped out in a lightning strike and preserving themselves for the counter-

strike. Back on June 13, Timoshenko, in Zhukov’s presence, had phoned Stalin to

Write review Page 886 ¥ <

STALIN PACED AND PACED IN HIS KREMLIN OFFICE, with his usual short

steps, gripping a pipe in the hand of his good arm. It was Saturday, June 21, 1941.

The night before, he had repaired after midnight to his Near Dacha, in the woods

at Kuntsevo, returning to the Kremlin in the afternoon.’ From his office suite on

the bel étage of the tsarist-era Imperial Senate, a person could see the whole

world—or, at least, Stalin’s world. Over the years, many of the party bosses and

[==]
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Such immense Soviet troop concentrations testify to both Stalin’s understand-
ing that Germany represented a monumental danger and his misunderstanding of
blitzkrieg. But only one of the two vast armies on the frontier had occupied its
firing positions.*® Stalin had allowed covert strategic redeployments westward and
lately had finally yielded to Timoshenko and Zhukov's insistence that the Red
Army commence camouflaging of aerodromes, tank parks, warehouses, and mil-
itary installations (which in many cases would require repainting).*” But he would
not permit assumption of combat positions, which he feared would only play into
the hands of German militarist-adventurers, who craved war and schemed to
force Hitler’s hand, the way they had pushed the Wehrmacht beyond the agreed-
upon German-Soviet line in Poland in 1939. Soviet planes were forbidden from
flying within six miles of the border. Timoshenko and Zhukov, subject to the des-
pot’s admonitions and the watchful eye of Beria and his minions, made sure that
frontline commanders did not cause or yield to “provocation.”™ Beria also tasked
the assassin Sudoplatov with organizing “an experienced strike force to counter

any frontier incident that might be used as an excuse to start a war.™

Wirite review Page 900

Around midnight, Mikhail Kirponos, commander of the Kiev military dis-

trict, called the defense commissariat on the high-frequency phone from his field

HQ at Ternopol to report that another German had forded a river and crossed the
border near Sokal (Ukraine) and said that Wehrmacht soldiers had taken up their
firing positions, with tanks at their start lines. Zhukov called the Near Dacha to

inform Stalin.* A little after midnight, a train carrying Soviet oil, manganese, and

grain crossed the frontier into Greater Germany, its passage observed by waiting

German divisions,* At around 1:00 a.m., Timoshenko called Pavlov on the high-

frequency phone, evidently with word of Directive No. 1 to assume full combat

readiness, and a caution not to succumb to provocation,*

(“Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929-1941°, Stephen Kotkin, p. 854)
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E - / Soviet military doctrine has always placed great em-
by Capt. Robert E. Kells Jr. phasis on continuous intelligence gathering and interpre-
Military Intelligence tation. Although Soviet doctrine seems objective in its
On June 22, 1941, the armed forces of Nazi Germany approach to waging war, the subjective element plays a
Search in this book Go launched a surprise invasion of the Soviet Union, thus key role in interpreting intelligence. The subjective ele-
opening one of the largest and fiercest military campaigns ment refers mainly to an unquantifiable characteristic of
About this book in history. This event was an unmitigated disaster for the warfare such as the personality of a military commander.
Soviets, one that nearly cost them their existence. The A Soviet writer on military doctrine in the Stalinist period
i shock of the initial assault sent Red Army formations put it this way: “In time of war the subjective factor has
» My library reeling and knocked Josef Stalin into a state of inaction great significance—the ability and know-how to lead,
for several days. Such was the thanks the Soviet leader soberly to evaluate the situation, to utilize correctly poten-
» My History received for placing his trust in Hitler's 1939 Non- tialities, and to foresee the course of events.” These lead-
Aggression Pact.' ership qualities manifested themselves most prominently
Books Q | Q B B |53 K en Add to my library Write review Page17 | € | >
‘'om Kuznetsov which reported thata German invasion of provocations by Western imperialists who wanted the
1e Soviet Union would commence on May 14, 1941 _Kuz- USSR involved in the war to take pressure off the United
etsov's conclusion, according to Zhukov, dismissed the Kingdom.
formation: “| consider that this information is false and
ras specially sent through this channel so that it would
O Ravicwe tto o nment and the Germans could see ho Conclusion
Write review & 10 our gover e & U pd
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Stalin finally became convinced that an attack against

Stalin certainly was not a naive man,and he couid not
have helped being aware of the massive German troop
his country was in the offing on the afternoon of June 21,
yet he waited until three hours before the attack to issue
an alert. This refusal to act any earlier underscores Stal-
in's desire to delay the war until 1942,

Add to my library

ing information. The problem, according to Barton Wha-
ley, author of Code Word: BARBAROSSA, was in Stalin's
interpretation of the incoming data. Whaley outlines five
possible hypotheses regarding German intentions toward
Stalin was purposely led to believe that any Nazi aggres-
sion against Russia would be preceded by an ultimatum,

have rebuilt to the unassailable state from which he him-

the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941, Itis his belief that
self had reduced it by the Great Purge.™"

buildup on the borders of the Soviet Union because his
intelligence services were doing an admirable job collect-
in which case the Red Army could have been alerted and,
at the very least, could have slowed down the German
advances of the first few days. "He [Stalin] thought only to
buy peace until the next year, when the Red Army would

e USSR would react.”'® The information, in this case,

In terms of Soviet military doctrine. Stalin's actions
prior to June 22, 1941, seemed perfectly reasonable.
gport naming the period of June 20-22 as the date for the Stalin had come to the conclusion, probably early in 1941,
wasion. Kuznetsov followed this up by checking to see if that war with Germany was inevitable. This is confirmed
(‘Intelligence, Doctrine and Decision Making: Josef Stalin and June 22, 1941°, Captain Robert E. Kells Jr. In: Military Intelligence: From the Home of Intelligence, Vol. 11, No. 1,
United States Army Intelligence Center and School, January-March 1985, p. 17) https://books.google.ca/books?id=Qu3wq7DK4s0C&pg=RA2-
PA16&dg=Stalin+knew+that+war+with+Germany+was+coming+1941&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjbmvPD2N nAhWvc98KHWDNBt4Q6AEIKTAA#v=0nepage&g&f=false

ras false. On June 1, 1941, Kuznetsov forwarded another

Military Intelligence
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(Chronology of Principal Events Relating to the USSR Part I, OSS, September 25, 1945, p. 151)
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Table 3 showe the planned production, espacity, and, whers
possible, the actual production for the period of the Third Five Vear
Flan {1938-42).
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Table 3
Flanned Production, Capucity, and Actual Production
of Ethyl Alechol in the USSR
Third Five Year Plan {1938-k2)

Million Gullons

Actual Flanned
fear Production - Production Capecity -
1938 243.8 N.A. 312 {Actu:l) 1
1939 2hks5 1‘3/ - N.A. 2 N.A. 4
1%0 23511 J H-in.n H-.‘!m
1941 N.A. 267.1 i;; W.A i
1042 N.A. 409 403 (Planneai XU/ |

£E/ 6

It is apparent from Twble 3 that the high hopes of the Third
Five Jear Plan failed to msterislize. The snpual rats of production
increase droppad shurply in 1939 from ths averags of 2h.5 million gnl-
lons of the precsding 6 years, snd a decrease of 10 million gallone
from the preceding year was registered in 19%0. The reamsons for thie
decrsase ars not known., Yhe likelihood of war with Germany, however,
wes recognized in the USSR, and possibly a food-stockpiling progrem (T
wan instituted. Such a progrem, by trking grain =nd potators out of )
(The Ethyl Alcohol Industry in the USSR, CIA, February 27, 1953. p. 4) https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP79-01093A000300100002-3.pdf
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Nevertheless, according to information gradually
ageembled by the Germans, 1t appears certain that
partisan warfare was planned even before the beginning
of hostilitles, although not by the military, but by
the Communist vnanw and the NEVD, Thle is substantiated
in a report, by the Chief of German Army Military
Poliece of December 31lst, 194l1.

This report noted the following statement of a
twenty~-five-year old Boviet partisan: "I know that,
two to three weeks before the outbreak of war, Vassili
Eosgolapov, a member of the Bolshevik Central Committee
(the highest Party group), who was in Knolm during
meetings and dlscussions of the Party, repeatedly
urged the organization of partisan groups,"

The partisan said that Kosgsolapov pointed out the
absolute necessity for the organization of partisan
groups, and the possibility for every comrafle not
drafted by the army to fight the enemy in this way.
Kossolapov conducted dally theoretical courses in the
afternoon from two to six o'clock in the Red Party
House 1in Kholm. Participants were, for the most part,
reglatered members of Young Communist Organizations
(Pioneers and Comsomols) as well as other acceptable
persons who were not Party members.

"The large participation of female workers was
remarkable," the partisan told the Germans. "Partioci-
pante ranged in age from fifteen to thirty-five years,
About ninety to one hundred persons attended the
course I took..,. The lessons included instructions
for the use of rifles, hand grenades, for attaching of
explosives to bridges and so forth.., The course
lasted two weeks. During this time we were on the
shooting range ten times."
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(Soviet Partisan Warfare Since 1941, CIA, March 1, 1949, p. 6) https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP80-01445R000100430001-0.pdf
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