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British Mandate-era arms cache found under Israeli kibbutz - Haaretz Com

An old weapons cache containing dozens of rifles was News for lsrae

’ uncovered at Kibbutz Mesilot in the Beit She'an Valley
Monday, during excavation for the construction of a

Eli Ashk i
! east new classroom in the local school.

A Fellow

I = Aging Haganah veterans reunite for one of the last

times

The rifles were found wrapped up in wax paper,
outside the kibbutz fence. Kibbutz members said the
police had been informed and a police sapper would be
dealing with the find.

The man who hid the rifles, Ephraim Neubart, passed
away and no one knows when he hid them. Neubart's
son, Gadi, told Haaretz that no one knew about the
cache except two other members, who used to be the
kibbutz metal workers.

“We knew more or less where the ‘slik’ was, Neubart
said, using the slang word for such weapons caches,
best known for the role they plaved in the 1948 War of
Independence. But Neubart’s assumption about the
date of the cache is surprising — he believes his father
and his confidants hid the weapons after the state was
established, and not during the war.

“My father took his secret to the grave with him and
was never willing to reveal where the ‘slik’ was,” he
said.

(Hazan: Movement of Life, Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi Institute, Ze’ev Tzahor, 1997, p. 197) (‘British Mandate-era Arms Cache Found Under Israeli Kibbutz’, Ha’aretz, Eli Ashkenazi,
January 28, 2014) https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-arms-cache-found-under-kibbutz-1.5316108

Prof. Zeev Tzahor, the first president of Sapir College, passed away. Tzahor, 76, was a Zionist scholar, the personal secretary of David Ben-Gurion and one of the most prominent figures in the
development of the Negev. Under his leadership, Sapir became the largest public college in Israel. "A beloved figure who will be greatly missed," Sapir President Prof. Omri Yadlin praised him.
(...). He left his parents' house at the age of 14 and joined Kibbutz Ramat HaKovesh. In the army he was deputy commander of a battalion in the Golani, and he fought in the Six Day Wars, in
attrition, on Yom Kippur and in the first Lebanon. In 1970, he moved with his family to Sde Boker, where he worked at a seminary, and at the same time Ben-Gurion needed a research assistant.
"They called it a personal assistant. Today they call it a research assistant,” Tzahor said in an interview. "Until | arrived, Ben-Gurion had no one to work with in his personal research. When | came,
he was already 84 years old and behind him were 30 books, which he would research and edit himself." Ben-Gurion died in November 1973, while Tzahor was still a conscripted officer after the
Yom Kippur War. His retirement from Sapir College in 2010 was affected by his health condition, after an aggressive bacterium was discovered in his heart that forced him to stay close to Ichilov
Hospital.



https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-arms-cache-found-under-kibbutz-1.5316108
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TS4A12/7-3150 : Telegram

EOOK EREE The Ambassador in Isracl (McDonald)to the Seeretary of State
- | X TOP SECRET PRIORITY Ter Avrv, July 31, 1950—11 2. m.
e eviews . . . . ~
| Wit review 61. Importance of Prime Minister's disclosure reported below will
5 I hope excuse my accidental violation of Department’s standing in-

structions re my actions in Jerusalem to escape Tel Aviv heat and
attend Bach concert, I was in Jerusalem July 28-30. Being informed

Foreign Relations of the United States,

Volume 5 = i < 4 .
By Unitad States. Depariment of State Pl'iln(‘ .\lllllh’f(’l‘ \\'RS ‘“ I‘;]llfh, ‘\II'S. .‘[(‘Donﬂld and I had t(’a hlS m"
Search in this book Go dence with Mrs. Ben-Gurion where to my complete surprise Prime

Minister joined us.

He talked to me privately an hour substantially as follows:
My library Eban is returning Washington with instructions sound out desirs-
bility of visit of Prime Minister to US this fall to diseuss “on highe!

About this book

My History . N - . .
level” possibility of USG sponsoring three years program to incresst
Hoeks N -o0die: Pla Israeli population through intensified refugee immigration to twe
Terms of Service millions and build with American arms effective Israeli army of

250000 men “capable and anxious aid US and UK and Turkey to
resist Russian aggression”.


https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4911614,00.html
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Prime Minister hopes he “can convince President Truman, Secre-

— ) tary Acheson and US military that America’s vital interest would
o | e ey he served b}-:propomd streugthoning of. I.frm'l as only country other
. than Turkey in eastern [wesfern] Asia willing to fight Russian nggres-
sion to limit of strength”. Prime Minister feels American Jews
Foreign Relations of the United States, g "I:(Ilﬂd give or lend money required beyond USG possible loans only if
Volume 5 iy US(G first sponsors intensified Israel efforts speed up immigration.
By United States. Depariment of Sste Prime Minister praised President Truman’s Korean decision as
Search in this book = .. “bold and vital step to block Communist expansion and hence may

prove turning point in history.” Russia, he added, is regime “based
on fear, deceit, force and repression™. It “must be stopped if freedom

e . isto live in world”.
Books Q | Q B3y 8 I *! | oo Add to my library ~ Write review Page 961

About this book

In answer my question re Israel left-wing labor. Prime Minister

. said confidently, “Israeli people would support erushing any form
.« Communist collaboration in event world conflict. Only few Mapam

______ " conld possibly cause embarrassment and this locally”™. Re-equipped
p Revers " and enlarged Israeli army “would guarantee Israeli unity in support
of West”, If Russia attacked Israel’s strategic air fields “Israel’s new

~army could and would hold until US and UK forces could arrive”.
Comment: Conscions of large implieations of eflects Prime Min-

Foreign Relations of the United States,

Volume 5 B iftcr‘s proposal upon US overall ME policy, I gave no indication pos-
& Untas Sistes Depariment of Siss sible Washington response. Prime Minister could not have been mave
gt X 2, & 1 H - \ s e > r st H -
Search in this book -~ phc_lt in mllm'gne_ss commit Isra.el unreservedly to West. His state
i ment is doubly significant because it follows and doubtless represents
About this book concensus opinion Foreign Office and diplomats whose fortnight cou-

ference Tel Aviv and Jerusalem he attended. Although Israel's atti-
 tudestrengthened by increasing difficulties internal economy, I believe
My History it basically represents eulmination of realization by Israeli leaders
that Tsrael can survive only in world freed from menace of Commu-
nist aggression. To defend itself Israel would fight against Russian
invaders as desperately as against Arabs. £nd comment.
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(784A.13/7-3150: Telegram, The Ambassador in Israel (McDonald) to the Secretary of State, Top Secret, Priority, Tel Aviv, July 31, 1950. In: Foreign Relations of the United
States, Vol. 5, United States Department of State, pp. 960-961. Note: many US diplomatic documents are written deliberately in an abbreviated or note form as means of making
the document brief.)
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HjQIHYOhCZEQG6AEIL zAB#v=onepage&q&f=false
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